
Debra Kobb 
Debra Kobb is in the process of healing from her bone marrow transplant, and we praise 

God for the great care He is taking of her daily! For the time being, she is staying with her 

son Jon and his family. Here is the address and number where she may be reached. 

880 E. 232nd St., Euclid, OH 44123-2555 

(216) 551-6465 (Michelle Kobb's cell) 
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Deacon Matters  
 

The tithes and offerings through August 31, 2012 total $118,534 compared to our     

budgeted amount of $108,900. Expenses are within the amounts budgeted for 2012. 

Your faithful tithing makes managing the cash flow much easier.   

 The deacons are planning a fall workday on Saturday, September 29, 2012   

starting at 8:30 a.m. There will be various projects for the day.  More details on specifics 

will follow closer to the workday.  The rain date will be Saturday, October 6, 2012. There 

will be another workday scheduled in November to dispose of the leaves.  

 The church has wooden tables and metal chairs that are now being stored in 

the shed.  If anyone is interested in one of these tables, please contact Greg Blasiman by 

September 29, 2012.  

 The deacons have projects that come up from time to time.  If you have any   

interest in assisting with these projects, please contact Greg Blasiman. I am developing 

an e-mail list to send about projects as they come up. If you see anything around the 

church that needs fixed, please contact Todd Sebright or one of the deacons. -GB 

The manager of the Alliance Food Pantry sent a 

note to Jim Kadlecek following the youth group 

event there on August 11th; it reads as follows. 

“What a great group of kids you brought with you 

to the pantry today, and 

what hard workers they 

were! It was a joy      

working with them and 

the pantry hasn't been 

this clean since a group 

from the Hugh O'Brien 

Leadership Organization came down in early June when they 

spent three days at Mount -- and they sent down 25 students. 

Please thank them all again and if they ever want to come back 

you can be sure they'll be welcome. Thanks. -Mike.” 

NO NORTH SHEP. GROUP in Sept! 

 

 

They will resume in Oct. every 

1st & 3rd Friday at Duffs’ and 

Jentners’, using the book The 

Practice of Godliness. 

Scripture tells us that God has 

given us “everything we need 

for life and godliness.” But 

what makes a Christian godly? 

In The Practice of Godliness, 

Jerry Bridges examines what it 

means to grow in Christian 

character and helps us         

establish the foundation upon 

which that character is built.  

 

 

Youth at the Alliance 

Food Pantry 
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Deacon Matters -  Continued  

 On July 31st, we received a thank you letter from PCA Retirement & Benefits, the organization to which we gave our    

special communion offering earlier this summer. 

 

 “We gratefully acknowledge your gift of $1061.60 for Ministerial Relief from your church. Your gift enables us to minister 

to retired and disabled pastors and missionaries as well as a growing number of widows and dependent children of these church 

servants . We also minister to pastors without call and church lay workers in times of need.  

‘Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies 

your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. And in their 

prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for 

His indescribable gift.’ (2 Corinthians 9:13-15) 

 Every year we receive thank you notes from those we assist through your gifts. They often say they wish they could thank 

each church that contributes to the Christmas Offering. This year we are allowing them that opportunity. [Here] are thank you’s 

written by some of those whom your gift assists. Yours in Christ, Gary D. Campbell, CFA, President. 

 ‘Please thank the people who have given to this fund. This money is surely a blessing to me and my four daughters. We 

greatly miss my husband. His death was totally unexpected, but the money does help with financial concerns.’ 

 ‘To all the dear brothers and sisters in the Lord who so faithfully contribute each year to [Ministerial Relief]—I am so glad 

to be able to say to you, Thank you, thank you, thank you for your gifts! They make a big difference in my life, without which I 

would have many more financial struggles. Each month when my check arrives, I thank God from the bottom of my heart for using 

you to meet my needs so graciously and wonderfully!’ 

 ‘Thank you, thank you, thank you a million times over to every church who participates in the Ministerial Relief Christmas 

Offering. I would not be able to live in my little home or keep my car in repairs were it not for all of you. Bless you again and again.’ 

 ‘This is to let you know how much I appreciate the PCA churches who participate in the Christmas Offering .... My husband 

and I were working for the church. Now my husband is deceased and I depend on my small SSN benefits and help from the PCA. 

Thank you so much for the financial support I receive. Without that help I would not know how I would survive.’ 

 ‘Thank you and bless you for your help to my needs. Especially the increase which I didn’t think I needed. But the Lord 

knew. So with the air conditioning going out in my Toyota, surgery on my foot for a neuroma and now I need 4 new tires, the      

increase was soon eaten up! I really don’t know how nor where I would live was it not for [this offering]. So I thank you and ask 

God to bless you all many times over.’” 

Shepherding Group Update  

 
Has your shepherding group date, time, location, or topic changed? Find out here! 

The North Group 

meets on the first 

and third Fridays at 

the Duffs’ and the 

Jentners’ at 7:00 p.m. 

They are studying 

The Practice of     

Godliness by Jerry 

Bridges. 

The Church Group 

meets on the second 

and fourth Sundays at 

the church following 

A.M. worship. They are 

studying the Larger 

Catechism.  

The Near East Group 

meets on the second 

and fourth Fridays at 

the Rings’ new rental 

home at 7:00 p.m. They 

are studying the book 

of Hebrews.  

The Alliance Group  

meets on the first and 

third Wednesdays at the  

Kadleceks’ at 7:00 p.m. 

They are studying Your 

Life Well Spent by Ron 

Crosson. It is about the 

eternal rewards of invest-

ing yourself and your 

money in your family.  

The South Group 

meets on the second 

and fourth Mondays 

at the Tasseffs’ and 

the Mumeas’ at       

6:30 p.m. They are 

studying the video 

series, Does God Exist? 

by Dr. Stephen Meyer. 
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A Testimony to Free and Sovereign Grace: Part Two 

A sermon by Charles H. Spurgeon 

As salvation is of the Lord at the commencement, so it is as to the carrying of it on. Rest assured, beloved, there is no true growth 

in grace except that which is of the Lord. Nay, there is no sustaining the position to which you have reached except by the Lord. 

"And every virtue we possess, And every victory won, And every thought of holiness, Are his, and his alone." 

He has wrought all our works in us, and if we have produced any fruit to the honour of his name, from him has our fruit come, for 

our Lord truly said, "Without me ye can do nothing." We must give him all the glory, for certainly he has given us all the grace; and as it has 

been, so will it be. Between here and heaven there will be nothing of our own in the matter. We shall work out our own salvation with fear 

and trembling, because he first works it in us to will and to do of his own good pleasure. There is no working out our salvation unless the 

Lord works it in. We bring to the surface of our life what he works in the deep foundation of our inward nature; but both within and with-

out the spiritual life is all of grace. When we put our foot upon the threshold of glory, and pass through the gate of pearl to the golden 

pavement of the heavenly city, the last step will be as much taken through the grace of God as was the first step when we turned unto our 

great Father in our rags and misery. Left by the grace of God for a single moment, we should perish. We are dependent as much upon 

grace for spiritual life as we are upon the air we breathe for this natural life. Take the atmosphere from us; put us under an exhausted   

receiver, and we die: take thy grace from us, 0 our God, and we perish at once I What else could happen to us? 

Brethren, we must always believe this and preach it, for it is the sum of all true doctrine. If you do not make salvation to be wholly 

of the Lord, depend upon it you will have to clip salvation down, and make it a small matter. I have always desired to preach a great       

salvation, and I do not think that any other is worth preaching. If salvation is of man, then you do not wonder that man falls from grace. Of 

course he does. What man begins, man also soon ends in his own way with a failure. When God saves he saves eternally. Some one said to 

me the other day, "I do not quite know about that doctrine of final perseverance whether it is true or not." So I said to him, "What kind of 

life does Jesus Christ give his sheep?" He answered very correctly— "He has said, 'I give unto my sheep eternal life.'" Very well, does not 

that settle it? If he has given them eternal life, they have eternal life. "But," he said, "might they not die?" I answered, "Is it not clear that 

those who die have not eternal life? If they had eternal life, how could they die? Does eternal life mean six months' life?" "No." "Does it 

only mean six hundred years' life?" "No. It must mean nothing less than life which has no end." Death is out of the question. I must live if I 

am one of those of whom the Great Shepherd says, "I give unto my sheep eternal life." But what is next? If you cannot quite see the truth 

from that one expression, what follows? Will the sheep of Christ ever perish? Here is his answer. "They shall never perish." Does not that 

secure them? What language could better describe their security? But another question is raised:—May it not mean that, if they get away 

from the Lord Jesus, they shall perish? Then comes the next sentence— "Neither shall any pluck them out of my hand." Does not that   

answer it? Oh, but perhaps the Saviour might fail! We think not so: but listen again: "My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; 

and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand." 

There are four great reasons why believers are and must be saved; neither can anything shake the force of any one of them. If 

words mean anything, those who are in Christ are safe. The Lord God Almighty has given unto them eternal life, they shall never perish, 

neither shall any pluck them out of Christ's hand, and over that first hand of Jesus is the Father's hand to make assurance doubly sure.   

Salvation, then, is of the Lord. This is a doctrine to be believed. If you do not believe it, you are sure to minimize and make small the      

salvation, and specially are you likely to deprive it of its certainty, and immutability. It is a pity that you should attempt this, for thus you 

rob Christ of his power, God of his glory, and the saints of their comfort. That is the awkward point about a salvation which is of man: it is 

worth nothing when you get it. We want an eternal salvation. We want a salvation which does really save. We want something which is not 

made up of "ifs and ands," and "buts," and "peradventures," and "may be," and "if you do this," and "if you do that." We need sure,         

immutable, abiding, unchanging salvation; and this is what we get, and what we are not ashamed to preach, while we thunder out this 

truth, "The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord." 

"'All of grace'—from base to summit, 

Grace on every course and stone; 

Grace in planning, rearing, crowning, 

Sovereign grace, and grace alone!" 

II. Secondly, this is not only the essence of sound doctrine, but this is a necessary fact. "The salvation of the righteous is of the 

Lord." Assuredly it must be so, or else they will never be saved. Look for a moment, you that love the Lord, to your own inward conflicts. 

Beloved, we are not all alike, tossed to and fro with the uprising of inbred sin; but there are times with most of God's saints when they are 

hard put to it to withstand a certain raging temptation: they have to struggle hard to keep it down. And when they have mastered that evil, 

another form of sin comes on the sly, and attempts to stab them in the back. You were giving all your attention to one insidious foe, and at 

that terrible moment you were set upon by another; and you had to turn round, and bend all your strength in the name of God to resist 

this second adversary. Nor was this all, a third evil bent its bow against you, and a fourth prepared a net for your feet. Thus you were beset 

behind and before; and had it not been the Lord that was on your side, you would have been quickly swallowed up. Some of us know the 

truth of this in our experience if the rest of you do not. 



Salvation must be of the Lord with me, I know, or else my inward lusts, my proud spirit, my rebellious will, and my natural despon-

dency will surely ruin me. Do you not feel it to be so with you? If God does not save you, you are a lost man. You must feel that. I know 

that those who have no conflicts sing another song, and praise themselves. Your carpet-knights, who wear the regimentals of Christianity, 

but know nothing of battle with inbred sin, may talk about salvation by self, but he that is hard put to it to wrestle against all wrong-doing 

will tell another tale. He who grieves if he even utters a rash word, or allows an impure thought to cross his mind, feels that if God does not 

save him, saved he never can be; and he sees it to be a necessary fact that the salvation of the righteous must be of the Lord. 

When you have looked within a sufficient time to convince you, just look at your outward temptations. Ah! we little know what 

many of our brethren and sisters have to endure in the form of temptation in their own houses from their own friends. Many have a very 

hard fight of it. I know some now present who will I believe persevere and hold on to the end, but almost every day they endure a         

martyrdom. Cruel words are spoken, and unkind actions are done, and a bitter spirit is shown towards them because they are the people 

of God. Salvation must be of the Lord to these poor persecuted ones, or they will faint under their oppressions. Outside in the world, what 

temptations abound! You cannot engage in any business without finding that it has its peculiar sins. Many things are done in the trade—

many matters established by custom—which the scrupulously upright child of God cannot tolerate. He has to set his face against the     

general habit, and hence he has a battle. Need I go into particulars? Why, brethren, we are surrounded with snares! They are on the table: 

you may readily sin there. They are in your secret chamber: you are tempted there. They are in the counting house, and on the study table. 

You cannot sit down to read a book without being in danger; you cannot go among the crowd without risk. Depend upon it, if any man is 

saved in the midst of this wicked and ungodly generation, in which the very air smells of corruption, and the common talk is polluting—his 

salvation will be evidently of the Lord. If any believer remains steadfast in this day of philosophic doubt, verily, I say unto you, his salvation 

must be of the Lord. He cannot go through this Vanity Fair, he cannot pass through this horrible slough, this Stygian bog of modern society, 

and be pure in heart, and lip, and life, unless God shall grant him his salvation. 

Besides that, our salvation will certainly be of the Lord, because the world hates us. It cannot help it. If you are a genuine        

Christian, the world will not love you. There may be natural traits of kindness and goodness about you, which even the outside world may 

respect; but in proportion as you are definitely and thoroughly a Christian you will have the dogs at you. Worldlings will not see a little flaw 

in your character but what they will report it, and magnify it. Some of us cannot do anything but what we are misrepresented, so that we 

have become careless of what people say about us, so long as we know in our own conscience that we are clear. The act which we have 

done with the most transparent sincerity has been the very one which they have set upon as though it were a piece of trickery. Blessed be 

God, the world is crucified to us, and we are crucified unto the world! But if we are to escape its venom—especially those who stand in the 

front of the battle—if we are to hold on to the end with a stainless character, then we shall have to say and sing, "The salvation of the 

righteous is of the Lord." 

We know, dear friends, that it must be so. It is a necessary fact, even if we only look at the contrary view. What professions some 

make, and how long they keep them up! We have said of such and such a man, "If he is not a child of God, who is?" We have even wished 

that our soul were in his soul's stead when we have heard him pray, and marked the impressive devotion of his demeanor; and yet we 

have lived to see the very person we admired rolling in filth, character gone, and hope gone. This happens in the church sadly often.  

Whenever we see it, we may truly feel that "the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord." If ever you see a Christian man, professedly so, 

suddenly disappear and melt away, you will say to yourself, "Ah! had it not been for grace divine it would have happened just the same to 

me, and my fellow-professors also." We should have gone out, like the snuff of a candle, if God had not preserved us, and kept us alight. 

The older we grow in the divine life, and the more earnestly we seek to exhibit the character of a Christian, the more we shall feel that, if 

we had to go to this warfare at our own charges, it would be better for us that we had never been born. The life of many modern           

professors might be lived without supernatural help, but the life of a genuine Christian is a perpetual miracle, which could be wrought by 

none but the Lord God. True Christian life is produced by God himself working mightily, even as when he made the world, or raised his 

Only-begotten Son from the dead. I say that this is a necessary fact, for there can be no salvation but that which is of the Lord. 

III. In the third place, our text being true, that "the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord," this is a sweet consolation; for if my 

salvation is of the Lord, then I shall be saved. If it had been of anybody else, I should be lost. Ah, Gabriel! if my salvation had to be          

accomplished by you, and all your fellow-angels, I should despair. Ah, my brethren, if all of you put together were sent into this world to 

try and help poor me to heaven, you would never get me there. I should wear you all out. When it is written, "Salvation is of the Lord," I 

am comforted, for I am sure that the Lord will do it. He can, for he is omnipotent. He will, for he has promised to do it, and he is true and 

unchangeable. He will go through with what he has begun. If man began, he might leave off before he had finished, for want of stores to 

go on with it, or because he had made a mistake, and changed his fickle mind; but when God begins, as surely as ever he opens the war, he 

will push on till he has won the victory. As surely as he lays the first stone, he will not withdraw his right hand till he has brought forth the 

topstone, with shoutings of "Grace, grace unto it!" "The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord:" therefore it will be accomplished. Not all 

the temptations of life, nor all the terrors of death, nor all the furies of hell, shall prevent any soul upon whom God has begun his work of 

grace from reaching eternal salvation. What a blessing is this, and what a comfort it is! 

"Things future, nor things that are now, 

Not all things below nor above, 

Can make him his purpose forego, 

Or sever my soul from his love." 
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