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Reformation Conference 

October 26th-27th, 2012 at Faith 

 

Don McNeil will be the featured speaker at 

this year’s NORF conference. He will deliver 

one lecture on Friday evening and two more 

on Saturday morning, speaking primarily 

about John Calvin's view of church discipline. 

More details will be forthcoming. We are in 

need of a place to stay for Don and Fran while 

they are in Ohio, as Don will also be preaching 

for us on October 28th. We need a commitment by October 8th, or we will need 

for get a hotel for them. If you can help, contact Pastor Mark soon. 

Collision: A Quick Review 
 

The high school/college Sunday School has begun watching a DVD series called 

Collision. It’s a documentary-like film featuring clips from actual debates          

between the late atheist Christopher Hitchens and theologian Douglas Wilson, 

which were staged anywhere from highly-respected colleges to news studios to 

humble taverns. Edited at a fast and choppy pace, the movie yet gives balanced 

screen time to both men, allowing each to deliver their most hard-hitting points. 

Join this Sunday School class in watching this thought-provoking film. 

NOTE FROM  

THE SECRETARY 

If I’ve left out anything 

in this month’s news-

letter or calendar, 

please let me know, 

and I will send out any 

additional info to the 

congregation as 

needed. 
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A Testimony to Free and Sovereign Grace: Part Three 

A sermon by Charles H. Spurgeon 

 

This grand fact comforts us partly by leading us to believe in prayer. If the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord, then, 

whenever we get into any great trouble, we go to him, and cry, "O Lord, my salvation is of thee! I have come to thee for it." When 

strong temptation seems to catch us, like birds in a net, and we cannot break loose, then we cry, "O God, salvation is of thee alone! 

Help me. Thou canst. I look to thee for it!" When our soul lies dead, as it sometimes does, like this heavy weather—when there is 

little sun to brighten us, or air to enliven us, we feel inactive, and cannot stir. Oh, then it is most blessed in prayer to feel "all my 

fresh springs are in thee, my Lord! Thou canst quicken me. Thou canst give me vigour, and force of character, and energy to do thy 

work, or suffer thy will"! In drawing nigh unto God we are coming to the right place: we are only asking God to do what he         

undertakes to do, since "the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord." 

This, in addition to increasing our hope in prayer, urges us at all times to look out of ourselves to God. "The salvation of 

the righteous is of the Lord;" then I must not be always searching within my own heart to find some good thing within me; I must 

not be turning over evidences, and living upon past experiences; but I must remember that the salvation even of the righteous is of 

the Lord. I have often thrown all my evidences overboard—every one of them. I have felt that I would not give a farthing for the 

whole lot put together; and I have gone to Christ Jesus just as I went at first, singing my old ditty— 

"I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all, 

But Jesus Christ is my all in all." 

We are encouraged to do this by the fact that salvation is of the Lord. Go again to the cross, and read your pardon there. 

Suppose the devil tells you, or suppose it even to be true, that all your experience is a fiction, all your past profession a lie, all your 

faith presumption, all your enjoyments delirium, all that you have known and felt a day-dream; well, then, Jesus Christ came into 

the world to save sinners, and he can save you. O my Lord, I can boast nothing whatever of myself, but I come and cast myself on 

thee, and thou hast said, "Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out"! Frequent beginnings again are the very safest things; 

in fact, we should, in a sense, be always beginning, for the spiritual life begins with coming unto Jesus, and the continuance of that 

spiritual life is described thus: "To whom coming as unto a living stone." To whom coming, always coming: always trusting, always 

looking out of self, always looking to Christ. When evidences are bright, you know where you are; but at such a time you could tell 

that without them. It is easy to tell the time of day by a sundial, but then the sun must be shining; and when I am at home, and can 

see the sun, I know whereabouts the sun is at twelve o'clock, and therefore I do not want the sundial to tell me the time. Evidences 

are exceedingly good things when you do not want them, and they are of very little use when you do. Evidences are clear when 

Christ is present; but when Christ is present you do not want their help; and when Christ is not present, evidences fail to comfort 

you. It is better to live by a daily faith upon Christ than to live upon evidences. They most readily turn moldy, and then they are 

most unwholesome food. Live upon Christ, who is the daily manna, and you will live well. You will be driven to such a life by the 

force of this blessed truth, that the salvation of the righteous, just as much as the salvation of the wicked, is of the Lord. A sinner 

cannot be saved by himself; neither can a righteous man. A sinner must look to the Lord for salvation; so must a righteous man. We 

are on one footing here—the rich saint as well as the poor sinner. Christ must be everything to one as well as to the other; and 

what a blessed thing it is that he is everything to us! Let us hourly make him so. 

IV. Fourthly, and very briefly, this doctrine is a reason for humility. "The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord." Are you 

saved, my dear brother? And do you know it? Then all idea of pride must vanish, for it is clear that you did not save yourself. That 

regeneration, of which you are a partaker, is the free gift of God to an undeserving one—a work of grace upon one who could not 

have wrought it upon himself. Pride is excluded. Has the Lord granted you such a salvation that you have remained fast in your 

integrity all these years? Do not get proud of it, for your salvation from any gross outward sin has been of the Lord. It is none of 

your doing. Above all, do not begin to censure others; and when you see a poor brother down—ay, when you see a child of God 

who has erred, and grossly sinned, do not begin censuring him in bitterness, and giving him over to despair. If you had been in his 

case, you might have done worse. Do I speak harshly? Any man who says, "If I had been in that brother's place I should have done 

better," is a fool. He does not know himself. The probabilities are that he would have done worse. Ah, Sir Pharisee! you—yes, oh 

yes, you are a wonder! Marvelous is your purity! Splendidly you act! What a paragon you are! If you were to see yourself in God's 

ht, you would see that you are a mass of corruption, smelling of pride. That is what you are. The man who begins to exult over his 

fallen brother is the likeliest man to fall himself. He who points at a rent in his brother's garment is in rags himself. If we have stood 

fast amid temptation, we may bless God that we have done so; but we must not find fault with others as though there was some 

good thing in ourselves. The salvation of the most righteous man that ever lived is of the Lord. If his sun has not been eclipsed—if 

his moon has not been turned into darkness—if his stars have not fallen like withered leaves from the tree, it is all owing to the 

grace of God, and the grace of God alone. It is needful to say this to keep us from being lifted up with foolish boasting.  
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So, dear friends, we shall have to sing to a grave, sweet melody as long as we are here, whenever we touch a matter that 

concerns ourselves. When we get to heaven, we shall see then much more than we do tonight that salvation is of the Lord. Mr. 

Bunyan represents his pilgrim as going through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, and even while he was in the darkness and    

horror of that defile he knew that he needed the Lord to help him. He felt that he had a terrible walk of it that night, when there 

was a bog on this side, and a quagmire on that, and hobgoblins and all sorts of horrid creatures all around: he knew that he needed 

divine aid. He held on his way, with his sword in his hand, and grasping the weapon of All-prayer, till at last he quitted that horrible 

place; and then he knew better than before how great was his necessity. He looked back when the morning rose, and till then he 

had not fully known what a place he had been traversing, and how great was the power which upheld him in his night-march. 

When we get to heaven, and look back upon our life below, we shall then see the wonders of delivering grace which at this time we 

do not fully appreciate. 

"When I stand before the throne 

Dress'd in beauty not my own, 

When I see thee as thou art, 

Love thee with unsinning heart, 

Then, Lord, shall I fully know— 

Not till then—how much I owe." 

I believe that in the day of our full deliverance we shall lift up, every one of us, such a song of praise as we are not capable 

of here. We shall sing with all our powers of heart and tongue at the sight of what we have been delivered from. Even then this will 

be the sum and substance of the song—"Salvation is of the Lord." He has wrought it all, and brought us safely through. The hymn 

of Miriam, and of all the children of Israel at the Red Sea, when they had passed through it, and all the Egyptians were drowned, 

was a very exultant song, but what will ours be when the gates of hell shall have been overthrown, and all our enemies destroyed, 

and we shall find ourselves before the eternal throne saved for ever! Shall we not exclaim, "Sing unto the Lord, for he hath         

triumphed gloriously"? Shall we not, each one, tell out his own experience, and bid our fellow-believers sing yet more and more 

rapturously unto the God of salvation? Will not some of you take up that note which Miriam dwelt upon when she could not see a 

single Egyptian? Pharaoh's chariots and horses were all sunk in the sea, his chosen captains also were drowned in the Red Sea; and 

so she struck her timbrel, and with all the maidens she danced right joyously as she sang, "The depths have covered them. There is 

not one, not one, not one of them left." Thus will we sing in heaven. " There is not one, not one of them left. Not one of all the sins, 

and all the trials, and all the temptations, and all the vexations of life: the Lord has removed them all. There is not one of them left. 

Salvation is of the Lord." 

V. I close with one more remark, and it is this: this text gives us a comfortable ground of hope. "The salvation of the     

righteous is of the Lord." Then I believe he will save me. I trust myself with him, and thus I become righteous by faith; and there-

fore he will save me from my trouble and care. Brother, draw the same conclusion. Sister, draw the same conclusion. You are in a 

terrible condition just now. Everything has been going wrong. You do not know what to do. But "the salvation of the righteous is of 

the Lord." He will bring you through. You are in good hands. The Great Pilot knows the navigation of the river of life better than 

you do. You cannot see a channel for your boat: there are snags everywhere, or quicksands, or rocks, or shallows. He knows all 

about it. Rest. Trust. Wait. Commit your way unto the Lord. There is personal comfort in the fact that our salvation is of the Lord. 

And there is comfort, next, with regard to all our tried brethren. It is my lot—my happy or unhappy lot—to be continually 

consulted by brothers and sisters in great trouble. They think I can help them, though I cannot. I hardly know what to say to them. I 

can only take their burden with my own unto the Lord. I often feel great pain in sympathizing with trials which I cannot remove; 

but then it is cheering to know that the Lord can help where we cannot, for "the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord." He can 

help the helpless, the forlorn, the impoverished, the dying. He will bring his people safely through floods and fires. Their straits are 

very great, and their burdens very heavy, but the Lord will put underneath them the everlasting arms. Pray for them; sympathize 

with them; help them as far as you can; and then, when you cast yourself on your Lord, cast them there also. 

Next, this ought to give us hope about seekers. I see some brethren and sisters before me whose lives are spent in trying 

to encourage poor erring souls to return unto the Lord. Sometimes you are balked and defeated. Well, "the salvation of the      

righteous is of the Lord." Surely, if the salvation of the righteous is to come from the Lord, much more must the salvation of poor 

seekers. Have hope about the vilest and worst of men. If there [are any such here tonight, let them have hope, for if the Lord bids 

the righteous, in whom there is a measure of his grace, to look to him for salvation, assuredly he bids you to do the same, for you 

have nothing of your own. If those who are righteous before God yet find their salvation in him alone, where are you to look? You 

must look to the Lord also. Look to Jesus on the cross, and find salvation in him; for the Lord Jesus redeemed with his precious 

blood all who trust in him. O my dear hearer, come and cast yourself upon him! "In due time Christ died for the ungodly:" so runs 

the word. Look to that wondrous death of the Son of God which redeems such as you are, and in your case too it shall be found 

that your salvation is of the Lord. May God bless you, and cause you to rejoice in his salvation! 


