
What’s Happening In the Church? 
 Todd and Mary Sebright are our new church custodians. Please be sure to thank 

them personally for their willing service!  

 Josh Sevcik is engaged to marry Vickie Rench of North Carolina later this year. Please 

congratulate and rejoice with Josh and the Sevcik family for the blessing of God’s  

gift of marriage. 

 Tim and Regan Jesurun had their first child, Mariah Diane, on December 28th. 

Thanks be to God for healthy new life! 

 The back driveway at the church was paved in recent months, and it will be snow-

plowed on a regular basis to ensure safe driving.  

 STING is attempting to begin again with a monthly movie discussion night at the 

church. The first meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 27th.  
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Happy 

New 

Year!  
Praise God for His grace to us all last year! Let us seek His face in this new 

year as well!  

As a reminder: 

Gentlemen, please consider signing up to be Door Greeter for a month. 

All, please pray for the launch of our Shepherding Groups this month. 

International Students' Dinner on Friday, January 20th @ 6pm. We need 

cooks to bring a Main Dish, Side, or Dessert.  These can be brought next 

Sunday if you cannot attend.  We also need Servers at the event, which is 

held at The Chapel on University of Akron's campus. Please sign up on the 

poster in the foyer or see Kathy Scholten for more info.  
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God’s ultimate PurPose: 

An Exposition of Ephesians 1 

By D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 

 As we approach this Epistle I confess freely that I do so with considerable temerity. It is very difficult to speak of it in a 

controlled manner because of its greatness and because of its sublimity. Many have tried to describe it. One writer has described it 

as “the crown and climax of Pauline theology’. Another has said that it is “the distilled essence of the Christian religion, the most 

authoritative and most consummate compendium of our holy Christian faith’. What language! And it is by no means exaggerated.  

 

 Far be it from me to try to compete with those who have thus far described this Epistle, but it seems to me that any      

general description of it must take special note of certain words which are characteristic of it, and which the Apostle uses more       

frequently in it, perhaps, than in any other Epistle. The Apostle marvels at the mystery and the glories and the riches of God’s way 

of redemption in Christ. These are the words, as I shall show, which he uses very frequently—the glory of it all, the mystery and the 

riches of God’s way of redemption in Christ Jesus! 

  

 Another way in which the peculiar characteristic of this great Epistle can be stated is that it is a letter in which the Apostle 

looks at the Christian salvation from the vantage point of the “heavenly places”. In all his Epistles he expounds and explains the 

way of salvation; he deals with particular doctrines, and with arguments or controversies that had arisen in the churches. But the 

peculiar feature and characteristic of the Epistle to the Ephesians is that here the Apostle seems to be, as he puts it himself, in “the 

heavenly places”,  and he is looking down at the great panorama of salvation and redemption from that particular aspect. The  re-

sult is that in this Epistle there is very little controversy; and that is so because his great concern here was to give to the Ephesians, 

and others to whom the letter is addressed, a panoramic view of this wondrous and glorious work of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

 Luther says of the Epistle to the Romans that it is “the most important document in the New Testament, the gospel in its 

purest expression”, and in many ways I agree that there is no purer, plainer statement of the gospel than in the Epistle to the    

Romans. Accepting that as true I would venture to add that if the Epistle to the Romans is the purest expression of the gospel, the 

Epistle to the Ephesians is the sublimest and the most majestic expression of it. Here the standpoint is a wider one, a larger one. 

There are statements and passages in this Epistle which really baffle description. The great Apostle piles epithet upon epithet,   

adjective upon adjective, and still he cannot express himself adequately. There are passages in this first chapter, and others in the 

third chapter, especially toward its end, where the Apostle is carried out above and beyond himself, and loses and abandons     

himself in a great outburst of worship and praise and thanksgiving. I repeat, therefore, that there is nothing more sublime in the 

whole range of Scripture than this Epistle to the Ephesians. 

 

The Bible is God’s book, it is a revelation of God, and our thinking must always start with God. Much of the trouble in our Church 

today is due to the fact that we are so subjective, so interested in ourselves, so egocentric. That is the peculiar error of this present 

century. Having forgotten God, and having become so interested in ourselves, we become miserable and wretched, and spend our 

time in “shallows and in miseries”. The message of the Bible from beginning to end is designed to bring us back to God, to humble 

us before God, and to enable us to see our true relationship to Him. And that is the great theme of this Epistle; it holds us face to 

face with God, and what God is, and what God has done; it emphasizes throughout the glory and the greatness of God—God the 

Eternal One, God the everlasting, God over all—and the indescribable glory of God. This great theme appears constantly in the   

various phrases which the Apostle uses. Here are examples—“Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 

Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will”; “having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according  to his 

good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself”; “in whom also we have obtained an inheritance, bring predestinated according 

to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will”. God, the eternal and everlasting God, self-sufficient 

in Himself, from eternity to eternity, needing the aid of no-one, living, dwelling in His own everlasting, absolute and eternal glory, is 

the great theme of this Epistle. We must not start by examining ourselves and our needs microscopically; we must start with God, 

and forget ourselves. In this Epistle we are taken as it were by the hand of the Apostle and are told that we are going to be given a 

view of the glory and the majesty of God. As we approach this study I seem to hear the voice that came of old to Moses from the 

burning bush, saying, “Take off thy shoes from thy feet for the ground whereon thou standest is holy ground.” We are in the    

presence of God and His glory; so we must tread carefully and humbly. 



 

“Notes from the Tilt-a-Whirl” Review 
By Kate Tasseff 

 

 Do you consider yourself to be numb? Indifferent? Bored? N.D. Wilson thinks you might be, 

and he wants to wake you up. The best-selling author created a short film he calls a “bookumentary,” 

which gives flesh to the ideas from his non-fiction work, Notes from the Tilt-a-Whirl. His motive is to    

re-inspire wonder and genuine admiration for the world in which we live and the Creator who created 

it. The 50-minute movie was filmed with a unique and groundbreaking style that at first may make 

your head spin, but will certainly capture your attention as the film flows.  

 

 Wilson narrates the entire film. All throughout, he brings up postmodern philosophies and shows how despairing, illogical, 

and empty they truly are. It’s not enough, he says, to claim that the world as we know it is the result of a stray explosion.  Like a 

carnival’s Tilt-a-Whirl ride, it may appear to be random, but it’s not: it has order and someone is in control of it. The world makes 

more sense when you think of it as a novel or a play, with God being the author and director. That notion is the crux of Wilson’s 

outlook. To explain this, he addresses subjects like science, art, death, God’s holiness, the problem of evil, and the afterlife in ways 

that may surprise you, change you, or even just make you nod your head in agreement. Whatever your reaction, it is Wilson’s hope 

that you will each leave with a refreshed eye for the glory of God and His creation. 

 

 Notes from the Tilt-a-Whirl may be geared mainly toward young adults, but it is really a timely wake-up call for anyone 

living in the midst of the distracted and depressed culture of the 21st century. Copies of the book are available for $10, the DVD is 

open for borrowing, and free study guides are on hand as well, so please see the vestibule table if you are interested.  
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The 2011 MESS/STING Progressive Dinner 
The December 21, 2011 Progressive Dinner was quite a unique event. 

It began at 6:00 p.m. with appetizers of fruit, nuts, and Chex Mix at 

the  Scholtens’ house. A little later, we all caravanned and arrived 

safely at the Hariharan home for veggies and dip, but immediately 

upon arriving, we received the news that a speeding driver had hit 

Matt Williams's and Charity Popiel’s cars while they were parked in 

front of the Scholtens’ house. No one was injured, but the vehicles 

involved were totaled. Unfortunately, this meant that a number of 

youth group members had to stay behind to talk with the police while 

the dinner 

progressed on for the rest of us. The other stops of the evening were 

Pebble Creek Nursing Home to sing Christmas carols for Win and 

Jane Worcester, and the church to eat our supper course of chicken, 

green beans, and rolls. Mr. Steve Totaro was the emcee of the White 

Elephant gift exchange, and he came up with several fun ways to 

pass the presents around until we were finally allowed to open 

them. Last but not least, we finished with the dessert course of 

Texas Sheet Cake and cheesecake back at the Scholtens. Overall, I 

think the youth group would agree that the 2011 Progressive Dinner 

was most definitely an event for the MESS/STING history books.  -KT 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=notes+from+the+tilt-a-whirl&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=588&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=dQqMsKP4DzhUeM:&imgrefurl=http://www.christiansincontext.com/2011/06/notes-from-tilt-whirl-dvd.html&docid=gLRTp2pFJBycSM&w=300&h=436&ei=dk5eTtj6Ia_RiAK

