
                                

The Shepherding Groups Begin! 
 This month, our new Shepherding Group ministry will start! 

We hope that you have been prayerfully considering which group(s) you will be a part of, 

if you haven’t already joined one.  

 Pastor Mark’s vision is that FPC would be a thriving, conservative, confessional, 

warm, and welcoming church. But we get few visitors, and they don’t stay. We are losing 

our young people, and we are not growing.  

 If everyone sacrifices a little (or a lot) of their time to invest in the people in 

their Shepherding Groups, there will be a change in the quality of our fellowship. Let us 

strive more and more to “one another” one another in our congregation.   
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What is the church? 
God has called us out from the world to be His own treasured       

possession, to be worshippers who glorify Him by making and       

maturing disciples of every nation. 

We will make Christian disciples through dependent prayer,      

worldwide missions, personal evangelism, and mercy ministry.  We 

will mature disciples of Christ through Biblical worship, covenant 

nurture, Christian education (in home, school, and church),        

equipping them for obedient kingdom service and soul-nurturing fellowship. 

 

What are our commitments? 
We are committed to exercising faith in Jesus and repentance toward God continually, 

as the gift of God. — 

We are committed to prayerful dependence on God in all our activities. 

We are committed to Biblical Worship. 

We are committed to the faithful, consecutive, expository preaching of the whole 

counsel of God. 

We are committed to teaching the faith once for all delivered to the saints as 

summarized in the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms. 

We are committed to an every member ministry. 

We are committed to training, encouraging and supporting gifted, fitted service by 

every member of the congregation. 

We are committed to regular engagement in small group ministry. 

We are committed to both financial and prayer support for our missionaries. 

We are committed to proclaiming the gospel at every opportunity. 

Sheep without a shepherding group are 
dinner for wolves.  

-Mark Scholten 
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Saved By Grace, Condemned by Works  
By CH Spurgeon 

      

 (God) saves man by grace, and if men perish they perish justly by their own fault. "How," says some one, "do you        

reconcile these two doctrines?" My dear brethren, I never reconcile two friends, never. These two doctrines are friends with one 

another; for they are both in God's Word, and I shall not attempt to reconcile them. If you show me that they are enemies, then I 

will reconcile them. "But," says one, "there is a great deal of difficulty about them." Will you tell me what truth there is that has 

not difficulty about it? "But," he says, "I do not see it." Well, I do not ask you to see it; I ask you to believe it. There are many 

things in God's Word that are difficult, and that I cannot see, but they are there, and I believe them. I cannot see how God can be 

omnipotent and man be free; but it is so, and I believe it. "Well," says one, "I cannot understand it.” My answer is, I am bound to 

make it as plain as I can, but if you have not any understanding, I cannot give you any; there I must leave it. But then, again, it is 

not a matter of understanding; it is a matter of faith. These two things are true; I do not see that they at all differ. However, if they 

did, I should say, if they appear to contradict one another, they do not really do so, because God never contradicts himself.  And I 

should think in this I exhibited the power of my faith in God, that I could believe him, even when his word seemed to be            

contradictory. That is faith. Did not Abraham believe in God even when God's promise seemed to contradict his providence?    

Abraham was old, and Sarah was old, but God said Sarah should have a child. How can that be? said Abraham, for Sarah is old; 

and yet Abraham believed the promise, and Sarah had a son. There was a reconciliation between providence and promise; and if 

God can bring providence and promise together, he can bring doctrine and promise together. If I cannot do it, God can even in the 

world to come. 

 

 Now, let me just practically preach this for one minute. Oh, sinners, if ye perish, on your own head must be your doom. 

Conscience tells you this, and the Word of God confirms it. You shall not be able to lay your condemnation at any man's door but 

your own. If you perish you perish by suicide. You are your own destroyers, because you reject Christ, because you despise the 

birthright and sell it for that miserable mess of pottage—the pleasures of the world. It is a doctrine that thrills through me. Like a 

two-edged sword, I would make it pierce to the dividing asunder of the joints and marrow. If you are damned it shall be your own 

fault. If you are found in hell, your blood shall be on your own head. You shall bring the faggots to your own burning; you shall dig 

the iron for your own chains; and on your own head will be your doom. But if you are saved, it cannot be by your merits, it must 

be by grace—free, sovereign grace. The gospel is preached to you; it is this: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 

saved." 

  

 May grace now be given to you to bring you to yield to this glorious command. May you now believe in him who came 

into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. Free grace, who shall tell thy glories? who shall narrate thy achievements, or 

write thy victories? Thou hast carried the cunning Jacob into glory, and made him white as the angels of heaven, and thou shalt 

carry many a black sinner there also, and make him glorious as the glorified. May God prove this doctrine to be true in your own 

experience! If there still remains any difficulty upon your minds about any of these points, search the Word of God, and seek the 

illumination of his Spirit to teach you. But recollect after all, these are not the most important points in Scripture. That which    

concerns you most, is to know whether you have an interest in the blood of Christ? whether you really believe in the Lord Jesus. I 

have only touched upon these, because they cause a great many people a world of trouble, and I thought I might be the means of 

helping some of you to tread upon the neck of the dragon. May God grant that it may be so for Christ's sake. 
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