
There is a deep-seated and virtually ineradicable sense in every 

person that suffering and evil are not "normal." From Mary Baker Eddy's proposal 

that evil is an illusion, to Dawkins' notion that it entails a lack of "luck," the         

abnormality of evil and suffering is ever-present. Why is this? It's not because           

suffering and evil are only marginal aspects of our daily lives. Suffering permeates 

our lives like the ticking of the clock; every second includes it, and future days on 

the calendar portend it. It is, in terms of our daily experience, and the experiences 

of all we know, and anyone we know of, constant. So, in the face of our universal, 

everyday experiences, we know that suffering and evil are not the way things ought 

to be. But this knowledge cannot be based on our empirical experience. 

 We know that, because, as covenant creatures made in the image of God, 

we know God. Those who know God, in Christ, have a divinely given and          

sanctioned view of it all, a view that will, if maintained, bring us to embrace a proper 

view of evil and suffering, so that we trust Him as we suffer. Those who know God, 

in Adam, seek to hold down the truth of God's character, given to them, and thus 

try other, in the end, irrational, ways to negotiate this serious problem. But,          

especially in matters that are so prevalent, so universal, and so personal, they simply 

cannot completely suppress the majestic truth that God gives -- what Paul calls "the 

glory of the immortal God," (Rom. 1:23). So, in any system that tries to deal with 

the horrendous evil and suffering that is before us in every breath, there is, even if 

"in the background," the truth of the glory of God, who Himself is the norm against 

which all of the evil and suffering is measured. 

 It is this "norm," the norm of God's character -- a norm that cannot be  

ignored --- that can help us understand something of the pervasive effects of evil. 

Here, then, is the first truth about evil and suffering. Evil and suffering are the         

consequences of a violation of God's holy and righteous character. Many children 

learn this at an early age. Question 14 of the Westminster Shorter Catechism asks 

and answers this: "Q. 14. What is sin? A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or 

transgression of, the law of God." But to transgress the law of God is to transgress 

His character. God's law, as His character, is "holy and righteous and good," (Rom. 

7:12). To transgress that character is to bring that which is unholy, unrighteous, and 

evil into the world. 

 The reason, then, that there is so much suffering and evil in the world is 

because there is so much transgression of God's holiness in the world. Or, to put it 

another way, God's character is so majestically and infinitely glorious that the  

transgression of that character is bound to bring a repletion of suffering to the 

world, and to us, since all of us are daily and intimately involved in the transgression 

of His glory. The incalculability of suffering should turn us to the incomprehensibility 

of God's glory, and man's part in trying to overturn that glory. As Christians, when 

we see and experience suffering, we should have a simultaneous response which 

includes the horror of the event, but which also includes our wonder at the         

majestic glory of God such that His wrath demands such suffering. One caveat: we 

should never confuse the amount or extent of suffering with a sin ratio. This was 

Jesus' point when some were thinking that certain tragedies had occurred because 

those who suffered deserved such things; "No, I tell you, but unless you repent, you 

will all likewise perish," (Luke 13: 3, 5). This tells us, at least, that suffering and 

tragedies are meant to drive us to "repent," that is, to change our mind about sin 

and recognize it as an affront to a glorious and all-holy God, which affront deserves 

and brings punishment to all. 

 2. The second thing that we should remember, and help others to see, is 

that the appropriate response to suffering and to evil is repulsion. This is not the 

place to detail the depth and richness of God's own view of suffering and evil, but I 

am struck by the way in which the apostle Paul deals with it in Romans 8. Initially, 

he deals with "life and death" as it pertains to God's law (i.e., His character). He 

then proceeds to speak of the effects of sin as a "groaning." The whole creation 

groans (v. 22), we who have the Spirit also groan as we await the consummation (v. 

23). Not only so, but, when we pray, the Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep 

for words (v. 26). This is, perhaps, the best and most descriptive way to articulate 

what suffering has done to God's creation; it has subjected us all to groaning. This 

groaning reaches its climax when we go before the Lord in prayer. Because of the 

suffering, because we wait for the consummation, because we are unable to make 

sense of it all, the Spirit, who Himself is God, groans in intercession. And "he who 

searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit," so that our groanings, 

through the Spirit, properly reach the throne room of heaven. To be reduced to 

groaning is the proper response to the futility that sin brought to God's good         

creation. 

 Paul then reaches back into eternity past, and moves to eternity future in 

order to assure us that, in the midst of the intensity of our groaning, God's plan will 

inevitably reach its consummate climax. And then he focuses all of that groaning, 

and all of the assurance that God's plan will not be thwarted, on the suffering of the 

Son. Surely, only Christianity is able to say, and mean, that the destruction of all 

suffering required the suffering of God Himself, in the person of His Son. He could 

have spared Him, but he didn't (Matt. 26:53). Not only did He not spare Him, but 

the Father was the One who delivered Him up for us all (v. 32). 

 God has not stood idly by as His creation groans, as we groan, as the Spirit 

groans in intercession. But He suffered, He died. Not only so, but as the Son, on 

the cross, quotes Psalm 22:1, "My God, My God why have you forsaken me?," He is 

also asking, with the Psalmist, in that same verse, "Why are you so far from saving 

me, from the words of my groaning?" 

 Groaning is the proper response to suffering and evil. It is horrendous, it is 

abnormal, it is an affront to the holy glory of God. It is so despicable we can lose 

words to describe it. So, with creation, we groan. But it was only in the groaning of 

the Son that the groaning will one day cease. There can be no other adequate        

response to our groaning. There can be no higher, no more mysterious, no more 

transcendent response than this: that the Son of God groaned as the Father forsook 

Him, and spared Him not, that the Father would spare us the groaning of being 

eternally forsaken by Him. The problem of evil is the glorious groan of the gospel. 

Outside of that gospel, nothing remains but the prospect of groaning eternally. 

  

  
Friday, Oct 25: Baby shower for Cécile Jentner on October 25th 

at the Duff home (1489 Beechnut Dr, Akron, 44312) at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Sunday, Oct 27: S. S. 9:30 a.m. Worship,10:45 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. Church SG, 3:30 p.m.  

 

Monday, Oct 28: South SG (Mumeas) 6:30 p.m. 

 

Friday, Nov 1: Hartville SG (Beasleys) 7:00 p.m. 

      

A.M. Parable of the Wicket Tenants (Mark 12:1-11) 

P.M. The Great Antidote to Suffering (1 Peter 1:10-12) 

 Pray for the upcoming marriages of members and friends of our church. 

 Pray for our Shepherding Groups, that they would grow and deepen in 

godly community. 

 Pray for the visitors and newcomers to our church. 

 Pray for the Seth and Cecile Jentner as they join our congregation and have Jeremy 

baptized. 

 Pray for the men nominated for elder and deacon that God might call them to serve. 

        
By Dr. K. Scott Oliphint 

    

    

October 25: Mark & Kathy Scholten anniversary 

 

October 29: Thomas Lewis birthday 

 

October 31: John Tasseff birthday 

  

DRIVERS FOR TERRY: We are still seeking volunteers to give 

Terry Cecil rides to church. See the schedule sheet on the table in 

the vestibule to sign up.  


