
That Christ is sacramentally present with his people through the 

Supper as they feed upon him in faith then is the heart of the        

biblical teaching and Reformed doctrine regarding the Lord’s       

Supper. But there is also an eschatological dimension here (Revelation 19:6-9), as the 

earthly celebration of the Supper anticipates the great marriage supper yet to 

come. There is a covenantal dimension here as well, as each time the Lord’s Supper is 

celebrated, God himself re-affirms his covenant oath to save sinners by bearing the 

curse for them. Jesus Christ still enjoys table fellowship with sinners as was              

typologically set forth in Exodus 24, and then realized in those churches established 

throughout the apostolic era, as we see in a passage such as 1 Corinthians 11:23-32.    

 

 Given the biblical language of “real presence” in the words of institution, in 

addition to the biblical practice of connecting the Word and sacrament (Acts 2:42; 1 

Corinthians 11; Acts 20:7), it is hard to make a purely human assessment of our own 

worthiness to partake as the basis for receiving the Supper.  Certain questions haunt 

us.  “Do I have enough faith?”  “Have I sufficiently confessed my sins and purified my 

heart?”  Inevitably, the nature of this introspective process depreciates the fact that 

the essence of the Supper is a spiritual feeding and a covenant meal, in which God      

re-affirms his covenant oath.  It is the Holy Spirit working through the Word, and not 

a priest or minister that makes the sacrament efficacious for believers.  God is the 

active party (not even the “rememberer”), and this is why we must see the Supper 

and the elements of bread and wine as gracious gifts from God–manna from heaven, 

as it were–given to us by God to communicate to us the realities of the blessings of 

the covenant of grace, through the signs instituted by God.  The Supper is, therefore, 

not incidental to the Christian life, but must be seen as a vital part of our             

sanctification and growth in godliness. 

 

 In this meal, Jesus still invites repentant tax collectors and sinners to join him.  

At the table of the Lord, our gracious God confirms the promise of the gospel, and 

through partaking of the consecrated bread and wine, God will strengthen and         

nourish our faith, renew his covenant, and remind us that we are his.  Jesus does this 

because he is our living bread, who came down from heaven. 

  

  
Friday, July 12: North/East SG, 7:00 p.m.  

 

Saturday, July 13: Deacons, 8:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, July 14: Combined Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Worship at 10:45 a.m. & 5:00 

p.m. Communion during A.M. worship. Set-up: Scholten. Church SG, 3:30 p.m. 

      

A.M. Stumbling and Radical Discipleship (Mark 9:38-50)  

P.M. Tragic Vows and Terminal Pride (Judges 11:12-12:7) 

 Pray for our shepherding groups that we might learn, live, and love 

together. 

 Pray for our upcoming mission trip and our participating team. 

 Pray for our congregation, presbytery, and general assembly; for faithfulness, peace 

and unity in the faith. 

 Pray for our families, and those expecting new additions. 

 Pray for the future growth and vision of our congregation. 

 By Kim Riddlebarger 

    

    

July 16: Kate Tasseff birthday 

 

July 19: Carol Tasseff birthday 

 

July 21: Edana Bruder birthday 

 

July 24: Priscilla Lewis AND Lincoln Mumea birthday AND 

Seth & Cecile Jentner anniversary 

LOST & FOUND: There are still some unclaimed lost and found 

items in the church dining room: among them Bibles, sermon          

notebooks, clothes from last work day, dishes, etc. If these items are 

not claimed by the end of the month, they will be donated to the Haven 

of Rest mission. Please take a moment after the service this Sunday to 

see if any of these things are yours. 

 

AUTUMN MISSIONS CONFERENCE: The 2013 PCA Global   

Missions Conference is being held in Greenville, SC on November 8th-

10th. Register by July 31st and save $25 per person. Individuals register 

at www.mtw.org/gmc. Register with a group of 6 or more and save  

another $25 per person! Email missionsconference@mtw.org for more 

details and to get a group registration form necessary to get this special 

discount. 

  


