
Love is Hard Because We Are Sinners by Mark Dever 

 

First, love is not natural to us. We are sinners who naturally 

focus first on ourselves—our own needs, our own desires—so love is hard for us. 

That may be why the New Testament exhorts Christians to love each other so   

often: We need the reminder over and over again! 

 

In his book, Love in Hard Places, (pp. 52-53, 60-61) D. A. Carson notes that, even 

as Christians, we still have a sin nature; and therefore we will naturally gravitate 

toward our own little circle of “in people”—those whom we consider most      

compatible with ourselves. Even though we are called to love one another, our flesh 

still yearns to divide over fleshly characteristics like race, culture, economic status, 

or age. Because we are sinners, we will always be self-focused first, and then “same-

focused.” 

 

That’s exactly what Christian love calls us to struggle against. When we do, God is 

glorified. If Christian love meant nothing more than loving those who are in some 

way like you, our love would be indistinguishable from the world’s love. As Jesus 

said, “If you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the 

tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are 

you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?” (Matt. 5:46-47) 

 

As a Christian, therefore, you ought to be struggling to love more broadly than is 

comfortable for you. Ask God to give you grace to love people even when it is not 

easy. 

  

  
Sunday, Jan 27: S. S. 9:30 a.m. Worship at 10:45 a.m. & 5:00 

p.m. Church Shepherding Group (post A.M. service) 

 

Monday, Jan 28: South Shepherding Group (Mumeas) 6:30 p.m. 

      

A.M. Spiritual Warfare: The Breastplate of Righteousness (Eph 6:14b) 

P.M. Laodicea: A Warm Invitation for a Cold Church (Revelation 

4:13-22) 

 Pray for those fighting the flu and other sicknesses: Kobb, Scholten, 

and Roach. 

 Pray for our upcoming weddings: Alicia Blasiman, and Abi Sevcik. 

 Pray for the preaching and teaching ministry of the church. 

 Pray for our four shepherding groups. 

 Pray for our nation and those to whom God has given authority over us. 

 Pray for our parents as they raise our covenant children. 

January 26: Kermit Best birthday 

 

January 27: Win Worcester AND Seth Totaro birthday 

 

January 28: Geneva Lewis birthday 

 

January 30: Lydia Lewis AND Reed Brotherton birthday 

  

    

    

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES: This Sunday, we will 

began a new adult class led by Pastor Jim Kobb on the Sacraments. 

We encourage you to come to Sunday School hour at 9:30 a.m. to 

join in this class. Also, for those considering membership at Faith, an 

Inquirers class starts soon. See Pastor Mark with questions. 

  


