
Using the Means of Grace by Joel R. Beeke 

 

When hesitating over a course of action, ask yourself the      

following questions, based on 1 Corinthians:  

 

1. Does this glorify God? (1 Cor. 10:31) 

2. Is this consistent with the lordship of Christ? (1 Cor. 7:23) 

3. Is this consistent with biblical examples? (1 Cor. 11:1) 

4. Is this lawful and beneficial for me—spiritually, mentally, and physically? (1 Cor. 

6:9-12) 

5. Does this help others positively and not hurt others unnecessarily? (1 Cor. 

10:33; 8:13) 

6. Does this bring me under any enslaving power? (1 Cor. 6:12) 

 

Leaning into Sunday: The Congregation by Joe Thorn 

 

As you look ahead to Sunday worship gathering do you pray for the congregation? 

Some remember to pray for the pastor or preacher and the preaching of Scripture, 

but I wonder how many of us remember to pray for those intended to receive the 

word. Paul prayed for the churches, not just the leadership. In Eph. 3 he prayed that 

the body would be… 

 

...strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may 

dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 

may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length 

and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 

that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:16-19 ESV) 

 

Pray that God's people would not just hear the word, but receive it with gladness. 

Ask the Holy Spirit to do what only he can do: bring about true conviction leading 

to repentance wherever necessary, and a deepening faith in Christ. Pray that all 

would be so sure of God's love for them in Jesus that they would be drawn closer 

to the Savior and conformed into his image. Pray that the people would be so 

changed and challenged by the word that they are compelled to talk of it over 

lunch, share the message with others during the week, and treasure it in the hearts. 

  

  
Friday, Jan 11: North/East Shepherding Group, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, Jan 12: Deacons, 8:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, Jan 13: S. S. 9:30 a.m. Worship at 10:45 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. Communion      

during A.M. worship (Set-up: Kadleceks). Church Shepherding Group (post A.M.   

service) 

 

Monday, Jan 14: South Shepherding Group, 6:30 p.m. 

      

A.M. Philadelphia: Jesus’ Word to a Weak but Faithful Church     

(Revelation 3:7-13) 

P.M. Spiritual Warfare: Know Your Enemy (Ephesians 6:12-13) 

Update on Peace Buchanan 

 

“So Peace has a rare form of Guillian Barre syndrome, facial diplegia with 

hyperreflexia. She is expected to make a full recovery over the course of several 

months. Already we see the facial paralysis receding a little every day. Pain is a problem, 

especially at night. Neurontin is making her comfortable during the day.  

 

There are only two previous cases of this form on record, and no other pediatric cases, 

so Peace's case may end up in a medical journal when her case history is complete.  

 

We are so thankful that something so rare was so quickly diagnosed and treated. The 

Lord has poured out His love on us through His people.... thank you all for the prayers, 

the food, the love, the visits. We are blessed.” 

-Donna Buchanan 

January 12: Judie Roach AND Joel Duff birthday 

  

    

    


