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Who’s Who?Who’s Who?Who’s Who?Who’s Who?    
    

• CleanCleanCleanClean----up: up: up: up: A-D 

• Communion: Communion: Communion: Communion: Roach 

• Door Greeter: Door Greeter: Door Greeter: Door Greeter: Tasseff/Kadlecek 

Work Day 
There will be a workday at the 

church on Saturday, October 5th.   

If you can’t make October 5th,       

contact Todd Sebright for a project 

that you can tackle. 

 

Missionary  Update 

Don & Fran McNeill, Uganda: Don and Fran lately visited Rwanda for 

to encourage the indigenous seminary plants there. For two weeks 

they trained approximately 50 students. These local pastors largely 

had to pay transport to get there; some stayed with church members, 

and others paid for their own lodging and food. Most of the pastors 

get little or no pay from their congregations, so this was a hardship for 

them. But Don and Fran were encouraged that they were making 

training a priority. Their prayer is that these local seminaries become 

self-sustaining, being headed by African teachers, so that they can 

continue without requiring outside funding. 

Bill & Susan Carr, Bemidji, MN: The new academic year has begun 

for Mokahum Ministry Center for Native Americans. Bill is now the 

Director of Education there, which adds new duties to the courses he 

has already had to prepare. The hope is that some of the new students 

at the Ministry Centers will assist the Carrs at Chippewa Bible Church, 

since they could really use the help. Although the church is small, they 

are seeing some very encouraging signs of spiritual growth there. 

Presbyterian and Reformed Commission on Chaplains and Military 

Personnel: Chaplain Ministries admits that there is much to be        

concerned about in these dramatic days of societal change, especially 

where it directly affects Christians in the military. But their objective is 

taken from 1 Corinthians 16:13: “Be watchful, stand firm in the faith.” 

They’re thankful that baptisms continue to be performed, Bible        

studies flourish in small and large groups, military families are         

counseled, and prisoners and patients receive a regular encouraging 

word. Would you pray particularly for a recently trained chaplain who 

originates from our local Ohio Presbytery, Jason Strong, who has 

moved his family to South Carolina to minister there? 

 

Prayer Requests 
• Pray for health & strength for Debra Kobb, 

Jane Worcester, and Bonnie Mallett. 

• Pray for our new deacons, our new         

members and our upcoming youth            

membership class. 

• Pray for our Shepherding groups to grow 

and deepen in Christian fellowship. 

• Pray for our students and teachers. 

• Pray for the Sevciks’ upcoming move to 

Florida and the time of transition. 

• Pray for God to raise up elders for our 

church. 

This Season’s Shepherding Group Plans 

Pick a group, any group! 

Church SG: This at-church group is working through the Westminster Larger Catechism on 2nd & 4th Sundays at 3:30 p.m. 

South SG: Alternating locations at the Tasseff and Mumea homes, this group meets on 2nd & 4th Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 

and is studying Christian Living in the Home by Jay Adams. 

Alliance SG: The Kadleceks’ house is where this group meets on 2nd Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m., having a devotional time 

about improving prayer life. 

North/East SG: Broken-down House by Paul David Tripp is the study material for this group, which meets every 2nd & 4th 

Friday at 7:00 p.m. at either the Duffs’ or the Rings’. 



ARE CHRISTIANS BIGOTS? By Nancy Pearcey (an excerpt from Saving Leonardo) 
 

 Josh McDowell has been giving evangelistic talks on university campuses for decades. Over the years, he has noticed a   

striking difference in the way students respond. It used to be that when he spoke about the existence of God or the deity of Christ 

or the resurrection, he would be challenged (and sometimes heckled) with statements like these: “I don’t believe it. Prove it. How 

can you say a man was raised from the dead? Give me some evidence.” Over the past fifteen years, however, students have stopped 

asking those questions. Instead they typically respond with statements like these: “What right do you have to say that? You’re          

intolerant! You’re a bigot! Who do you think you are? What right do you have to judge anyone’s moral life?” 

 What changed? In the past, students treated the gospel as a genuine truth claim that could be supported by giving reasons 

and citing evidence—just like any other set of propositions. But today students put Christianity in the upstairs where it is reduced to 

personal choice and preference. Of course, if any group did try to impose its own personal preference on others, that would be    

oppressive, coercive, bigoted, and intolerant. This explains why so many people today treat Christian claims as veiled attempts at 

coercion. When talking about religion or morality, any truth claim is dismissed as a cover for a power play.  

 Of course, like anyone else, Christians can be bigots at times. But ironically, even that often stems from a deficient view of 

truth. When church leaders lose the conviction that Christianity is about objective truth, they are left with trying to coax and cajole 

young people into believing and doing the right things. Generations of churched youngsters have been encouraged to shore up their 

religious commitment by sheer will power, closing their eyes and ears to contrary ideas. This explains why so many churches are full 

of people who are close-minded, dogmatic, harsh, and judgmental. Only people who understand that Christianity is true to the real 

world are capable of the relaxed confidence that allows them to be open, patient, and loving toward those who differ from them. 

 There is probably nothing that offends the modern sensibility more than the affirmation that the Bible is true in a unique, 

exclusive, universal sense. We hear it all the time: How can you impose your personal views on everyone else? Of course, Christians 

recognize that other religions and worldviews contain elements of truth, therefore they can be open and generous in affirming truth 

wherever it may be found. Nevertheless, they maintain that the overarching system of truth that fits reality is based on information 

from the Creator in Scripture and the person of Jesus Christ. To many modern people, that sounds incredibly exclusive and arrogant. 

Why? Because they automatically, unreflectively place all religious claims in the upper story, where they are not matters of truth but 

merely ethnic tradition or social glue or ineffable experience.  

 Think of it this way: If something genuinely is a matter of taste or tradition, then it would be wrong to impose it on others. 

If I root for the New York Giants while you root for the Chicago Bears, then it would be silly and even intrusive for me to insist that 

you should cheer for the same team I do. I grew up in a Swedish family where we celebrated Saint Lucia Day. Maybe you grew up 

with different traditions. It would be arrogant and exclusive for me to insist that you must celebrate only Swedish holidays.  

 The fact/value split has taught most people to put religion in the same category. This explains why Christians are often   

accused of imposing their views, no matter how gentle and polite they may be in person. Christians intend to communicate life-

giving, objective truths about the real world. But their statements are interpreted as attempts to impose personal preferences. For 

the secularist, then, Christians are not merely wrong or mistaken. They are violating the rules of the game in a democratic society.

 Once we recognize this misunderstanding, the common objections to Christianity become more understandable. They also 

become easier to debunk. After all, no one is offended that scientific theories claim exclusive truth. No one accuses scientists of   

being narrow and arrogant when they propound the laws of genetics or physics. These laws may not be in their final form yet; they 

may end up being changed with further research. But no one doubts that the answer, when we find it, will be exclusive. There are 

not a variety of different systems of science from which we can pick and choose, according to our personal taste or ethnic            

background. So why assume that theology and morality are completely different from everything else we know? Why assume that 

there is an absolute gulf separating scientific knowledge from theological and moral knowledge? 

 Ironically, those who pride themselves on being open and tolerant often end up merely practicing a different type of         

intolerance. They resist the idea that any one religion is true, because that implies the others are false—which they take to be           

disrespectful. It seems more respectful to say that all religions are symbolic ways of describing a mystical experience, or giving          

emotional comfort, or motivating people to be moral, or some such. In other words, in the case of religion, the actual teachings do 

not matter, only the social and emotional effects.  

 But is this relativistic view really tolerant? To say that the teachings do not matter is to say that all religions are wrong—

because all religions claim that their teachings do matter. The relativistic view insists that Hindus are wrong; Buddhists are wrong; 

Muslims, Jews, and Christians are wrong—and that only the postmodern, upper-story view of religion is right. As philosopher Alvin 

Plantinga comments, “I find it hard to see how this attitude is a manifestation of tolerance or intellectual humility: it looks more like 

patronizing condescension.” The relativistic view of religion is just as exclusive as the claims of any traditional religion. 
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