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Who’s Who? 
 

 Clean-up: E-M 

 Communion: Ring 

 Door Greeter: Tasseff/Kadlecek 

 

Dan & Marianne Sevcik Address 
 

5119 Gramercy Sq. Dr. 
Delray Beach, FL 33484 

Missionary  Update 

John Butler (Harriet Butler’s son), Gallup, NM: Among the Navajos, 

there has been increased alcohol abuse, and in order for successful             

discipleship to happen, a recovery program for alcoholics is              

extremely necessary. John is doing what he can to start a recovery 

center in the Gallup area, but they are in need of land, facilities, and 

financial support, so he and his committee would ask for your prayers 

in regards for these. He praises God for a productive month of            

evangelism in August. 

Prayer Requests 
 

 Pray for the future vision and the coming 

changes for our congregation. 

 Pray for our elder/deacon nomination 

process. 

 Pray for our new deacons, Todd Sebright 

and Dan Ring. 

 Pray for our expectant parents and new 

members, Seth and Cécile Jentner. 

 Pray for the Kobb family. 

 Pray for our new Sunday School season, 

teachers, and students. 

Seth and Cécile Jentner’s baby is due to arrive 

any day now! There will be a baby shower on 

October 25th at the Duff home at 7:00 p.m.   

Ladies may RSVP by October 2oth to Dawn Duff 

or Kathy Scholten. 

WORK DAY 

Saturday, October 5th is a church-wide work day, and it will start       

at 8:00 a.m. One task is painting the shed, so if you would like to help 

with this, please bring your own painting clothes. There will be other 

jobs as well, so all who are ready, willing, and able are encouraged to 

lend a hand! If you can’t make it, yet are interested in 

serving, see Todd Sebright for other ongoing tasks. 

 

Sunday School News 

 

High School/Young Adults Class: Dan Ring will be leading a class 

called “Building a Christian Conscience” from Ligonier Connect. Each 

week, the student will watch a video from R.C. Sproul or other        

Ligonier teachers and complete all the online assignments at home, 

then come to class for discussion. See Dan Ring for additional info. 

Adult Class: Pastor Mark will be teaching through the book City on a 

Hill by Philip Ryken, about reclaiming the biblical pattern for the 

church in the 21st century.  

 

Elders & Deacons 

 

The Session announces that they are open to 

the nomination of new elders and deacons.          

If you have in mind someone whom you would 

deem suited to either of those offices, please 

make your suggestions to any member of the 

session. Pray for wisdom in this process, and 

pray that the men of our congregation would 

open their hearts to God’s will in this matter. 



STATISM BY DR. R.C. SPROUL 
 

 "A decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered...." In Luke 2, the well-known passage 

introducing the nativity story, the title accorded to the Roman emperor is Caesar Augustus. Had this census been mandated earlier 

under the monarchy of Julius Caesar, the Scripture would read: "A decree went out from Julius Caesar...." Had Octavian followed 

the model of Julius, he would have called himself Octavianus Caesar, and then the text would read: "A decree went out from         

Octavianus Caesar...." But we note Octavius' explicit change of his personal name to the title Caesar Augustus. This indicates the 

emerging dimension of the emperor cult in Rome, by which those who were elevated to the role of emperor were worshiped as 

deities. To be called "august" would mean to be clothed with supreme dignity, to which is owed the reverence given to the sacred. 

The elevation of the emperor in Rome to this kind of status was the ancient zenith of statism.  

 About thirty years ago, I shared a taxi cab in St. Louis with Francis Schaeffer. I had known Dr. Schaeffer for many years, 

and he had been instrumental in helping us begin our ministry in Ligonier, Pennsylvania, in 1971. Since our time together in           

St. Louis was during the twilight of Schaeffer's career, I posed this question to him: "Dr. Schaeffer, what is your biggest concern for 

the future of the church in America?" Without hesitation, Dr. Schaeffer turned to me and spoke one word: "Statism." Schaeffer's 

biggest concern at that point in his life was that the citizens of the United States were beginning to invest their country with         

supreme authority, such that the free nation of America would become one that would be dominated by a philosophy of the         

supremacy of the state. 

 In statism, we see the suffix "ism," which indicates a philosophy or worldview. A decline from statehood to statism       

happens when the government is perceived as or claims to be the ultimate reality. This reality then replaces God as the supreme 

entity upon which human existence depends. 

 In the nineteenth century, Hegel argued in his extensive and complex study of Western history that progress represents 

the unfolding in time and space of the absolute Idea (Hegel's vague understanding of God), which would reach its apex in the           

creation of the Prussian state. The assumption that Hegel made in the nineteenth century was made before the advent of Hitler's 

Third Reich, Stalin's Russia, and Chairman Mao's communist China.These nations reached an elevation of statism never dreamed of 

by Hegel in his concept of the Prussian state.   

 In America, we have a long history of valuing the concept of the separation of church and state. This idea historically       

referred to a division of labors between the church and the civil magistrate. However, initially both the church and the state were 

seen as entities ordained by God and subject to His governance. In that sense, the state was considered to be an entity that was 

"under God." What has happened in the past few decades is the obfuscation of this original distinction between church and state, 

so that today the language we hear of separation of church and state, when carefully exegeted, communicates the idea of the 

separation of the state from God. In this sense, it's not merely that the state declares independence from the church, it also       

declares independence from God and presumes itself to rule with autonomy.   

 The whole idea of a nation under God has been challenged again and again, and we have seen the exponential growth of 

government in our land, particularly the federal government, so that the government now virtually engulfs all of life. Where          

education once was under the direction of local authorities, it now is controlled and directed by federal legislation. The economy 

that once was driven by the natural forces of the market has now come under the strict control of the federal government, which 

not only regulates the economy, but considers itself responsible for controlling it. Where we have seen the largest measure of the 

loss of liberty is with respect to the function of the church. Though the church is still somewhat tolerated in America (in a way it 

was not tolerated in Mao's Red China and under Stalin), it is tolerated only when it remains outside of the public square. In other 

words, the church has been relegated to a status not unlike that given to the native Americans, where the tribes were allowed to 

continue to exist as long as they functioned safely on a reservation, outside of any significant influence on the government. So       

although the church has not been banished completely by the statism that has emerged in America, it has been effectively          

banished from the public square. 

 Throughout the history of the Christian church, Christianity has always stood over against all forms of statism. Statism is 

the natural and ultimate enemy to Christianity because it involves a usurpation of the reign of God. If Francis Schaeffer was right—

and each year that passes makes his prognosis seem all the more accurate—it means that the church and the nation face a serious 

crisis in our day. In the final analysis, if statism prevails in America, it will mean not only the death of our religious freedom, but also 

the death of the state itself. We face perilous times where Christians and all people need to be vigilant about the rapidly             

encroaching elevation of the state to supremacy. 
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STATISM AND THE ROAD TO SERFDOM BY MICHAEL A. MILTON 
 

 Ideas have consequences and often - unintended consequences. The ideological basis for the Supreme Court decision  

regarding the constitutionality of the Affordable Healthcare Acts ("ObamaCare") I believe will be discovered to be such a case. 

 The merits and deficiencies of this decision will be debated between political parties for months and among legal scholars 

for decades. Yet the deeper realities of this and other such laws which touch deeply our personal lives, will craft our national       

consciousness and sculpt the "very soul of our nation" for centuries. 

 Mary Shelly's novel Frankenstein (1818) is an illustration of this important concept. Her classic story was not just a great 

universal classic horror movie, but was also a profound early 19th century statement on the unintended consequences of good 

intentions that were ethically deficient in the scientific experimentation of a fast changing world. Over the years, I have witnessed 

many sad souls living with their "monsters" - the unintended consequences of bad decisions like:  tearful battles in family court, 

rebellious adolescents, alcoholism, and even suicide. These "monsters," or unintended consequences, cannot all be traced to a 

singular bad decision. More often these monsters arise, as in Shelly's classic, from a long series of decisions based on poorly          

conceived and erroneous ideas. 

 I have no credentials for making these statements beyond that of an arm-chair-quarterback-concerned-citizen trying to 

analyze the ObamaCare SCOTUS decision from a minister's perspective. But I would like to offer a pastoral-theological reflection on 

what I see as the precipitating event, in a series of bad actions, that appears to be creating an unnatural, godless and                    

uncontrollable monster that will stalk us and affect our well-being as a nation long  into the future. 

 I believe that our "Frankenstein's monster", the result of unintentional consequences is statism: the perpetual                     

philosophical lie that human redemption can come from a centralized political collective and that it will lead us to the utopia we 

inherently desire. 

 The desire for betterment individually or collectively is not wrong. It is, as I say, inherent. It is a familiar longing in all of us. 

However, it is the "thing" that we chose for redemption that can destroy us or can save us. That choice is wrapped up in what we 

call a "worldview" - that is how we see the world and we understand the world to work. 

 Belief in statism as a redemptive power is a "worldview". It is a very bad and dangerous worldview and it grips much of 

the world today. It falsely promises a better place, a utopia, if you will, with a Faustian devil's deal, if ever there was one. 

 Statism contradicts the biblical worldview of God's Creation-Man's Fall-Redemption in Christ. There is no utopia save the 

Kingdom of love that is communicated in the Bible through redemption in Christ, available to all who receive it and the Kingdom of 

God that is inevitably coming in the form of a new heaven and a new earth. Statism, as Austrian economist F.A. Hayek pleaded in 

his landmark title, The Road to Serfdom (1944) is the antithesis of the worldview of Christianity. As he begins his chapter on "The 

Great Utopia," he exposes the rotten-core worldview of statism: 

 "What has always made the state a hell on earth has been precisely that man has tried to make it his heaven." 

 Having left his native country in 1931, which eventually collapsed itself under the monster of statism, and eventually 

handed herself over to the shackles of totalitarianism and national socialism, he became a professor at the London School of        

Economics. 

 Hayek believed that European people were making a deal with the devil by accepting the State's promise for collective 

security by trading their personal liberty. He argued that Britain, as early as 1944, was in danger of a selfsame statism that would 

lead to devastating consequences. His arguments were, at length, exported to America as he immigrated here to teach at the          

University of Chicago. Though "he being dead yet speaketh," Hayek's call to be wary of the "outsourcing" of personal security and 

responsibility for State control and planning of our lives is the bedrock issue we are facing today as a people. I say again, as a           

minister and theologian, I am most concerned that the recent issues in healthcare, national debt and growing entitlements are 

lifting the curtain to reveal a mad scientist at work creating a monster that will not be silenced but by many sorrows. The voices of 

Shelly and Hayek are important, but they are yet lesser voices of warning echoing a greater voice to every man, woman and child: 

  "Stand fast therefore in the liberty with which Christ has made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of             

bondage" (Galatians 5:1 AV).  

 Remember that America was founded by those whose worldview exposed the lie of statism and chose freedom and then 

were willing to pay the price to keep it. Their selfless sacrifice for that liberty brought about consequences that have been a            

blessing unto this day. It is never too late to reclaim that liberty again. 
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