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Young Adult Sunday School 
A new Teen/Young Adult Sunday School Class begins this month! This 

class will be watching various DVDs on Chris�an Worldview Concepts. 

They are beginning with “Why We Believe the Bible” by John Piper. It 

is a DVD series that answers the ques�on, “How do we know the Bible 

is what Chris�ans claim it is?” Other topics we will explore in weeks to 

come will be Crea�on vs. Evolu�on, Rela�onships, History of the Eng-

lish Transla�on of the Bible, Modern Pop Culture and many others. 

Each DVD series will vary in length from 1 week to 10 weeks. Jump in 

any �me! Come be a part of this class. If you have ideas on topics for 

the future, see Marianne Sevcik.  

�  

Don’t Forget! 
Please support the Akron Pregnancy 

Center’s Walkathon (5/14) by dona�ng 

at the poster in the church ves�bule! 

Graduating Class of 2011 
FPC Members gradua�ng this year are 

                                                         College: 

             High School:                   Josh Sevcik 

            Caleb Sevcik                Rachel Scholten 

          Jason Scholten 

       Samantha Tasseff 

 

Member  

Interviews 
 

If you wish to fill out an Members Interview like the ones 

shown in previous newsle=ers, even if you’re not a new 

member, please feel free to ask Kate Tasseff to send you 

the ques�ons. These interviews are fun to read, and it’s 

enjoyable to find out more about fellow members. 
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An excerpt from Jerry Bridges 
 

 John Newton, who wrote the much-loved hymn “Amazing Grace,” was earlier in his life a slave trader and even 

captain of a ship transpor�ng captured Africans to America. For medical reasons, he leE the seafaring life, became a 

customs officer, studied theology, and eventually became a minister. However, even as a minister, Newton never for-

got the terrible nature of his sin as a slave trader. At the end of his life, Newton said to a friend, “My memory is nearly 

gone; but I remember two things: that I am a great sinner, and that Christ is a great Savior.” 

  

 Centuries before, Saul of Tarsus, who became the apostle Paul, was also guilty of grievous sins. Acts 7:54-8:1 

describes his complicity in the stoning of Stephen; then in Acts 9:1-2, we read of his personal involvement in perse-

cu�ng believers. Toward the end of his life, Paul described himself in those earlier days as “a blasphemer, persecutor, 

and insolent opponent [of Christ]” (1 Timothy 1:13). But in that same context, he could also say, “Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost” (1 Timothy 1:15) 

  

 Both John Newton and the apostle Paul saw themselves as great sinners, but with a great Savior. Most believ-

ers cannot iden�fy with either John Newton or the apostle Paul in the gravity of their earlier sins. We may have not 

commi=ed adultery, murdered anyone, dealt drugs, or embezzled from our employers. I myself, reflec�ng back on my 

life, can say I was usually an obedient child, a model teenager, a trusted employee, and a conscien�ous husband and 

father. In fact, I’ve even been on the staff of a Chris�an ministry for over fiEy years. 

 

 However, though I have not commi=ed any of the big scandalous sins, I have gossiped, spoken cri�cally of oth-

ers, harbored resentment, become impa�ent, acted selfishly, failed to trust God in difficult issues of life, succumbed to 

materialism, and even let my favorite football team become an idol. I have to say with Paul that I am the foremost of 

sinners. Or to paraphrase John Newton’s words, “I am a great sinner, but I have a great Savior.” That is my only hope. 

That is the only remedy for my sin, and it is your only remedy as well.  

 

  

 

  

“What would you rather do: go to a church working bee and sweep up some 

leaves, OR share the gospel with your neighbor over the back fence?” 
  

On May 19th from 7-9 p.m., Faith is hosting a Northern Ohio Reformed 

Fellowship (NORF) sponsored mini-workshop based on the book The 

Trellis and the Vine. Leading the workshop is Marty Sweeney, the North 

American Executive director for Matthias Media. All are welcome to 

attend.  
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 Both John Newton and Paul spoke of themselves as sinners in the present tense. Neither of them said I was; 

they said I am. It’s clear in the context of Paul’s statement that he was reflec�ng on his earlier sins as a persecutor. 

Likewise, we know from Newton’s own reflec�ons that he never got over the fact that he had been a slave trader. In 

fact, with each passing year, he became more horrified at his former life. 

 

 Does that mean, then, that though describing themselves as sinners in the present tense, they were referring 

only to their past sins as a persecutor and a slave trader? It is hardly possible that they would think that way. We know, 

for instance, that several years before wri�ng 1 Timothy, Paul referred to himself as “the very least of all the saints” 

and as a minister of the gospel only by the grace of God (see Ephesians 3:7-8). In fact, there seems to be a downward 

progression in Paul’s self-awareness from the least of the apostles (see 1 Corinthians 15:9, wri=en in AD 55) to the very 

least of all the saints (see Ephesians 3:8, wri=en in AD 60) to the foremost of sinners (see 1 Timothy 1:!5, wri=en about 

AD 63 or 64).  

 

 We can be sure that over the years from their conversion to their death, both Newton and Paul grew in Christ-

like character. Over �me, both of them acted more and more as the saints they had become at conversion. But that 

growth process involved becoming more aware of and sensi�ve to the sinful expressions of the flesh s�ll dwelling with-

in them. And so John Newton could have easily said, “I was and s�ll am a great sinner, but I have a great Savior.” And if 

you and I are to make any progress in dealing with the acceptable sins of our lives, we must say the same. 

 

 The remedy for our sin, whether scandalous or acceptable, is the gospel in its widest scope. The gospel is actu-

ally a message; here I am using the word gospel as a shorthand expression for the en�re work of Christ in His historic 

life, death, and resurrec�on for us, and His present work in us through His Holy Spirit. When I say the gospel in its wid-

est scope, I am referring to the fact that Christ, in His work for us and in us, saves us not only from the penalty of sin 

but also from its dominion or reigning power in our lives. This twofold aspect of Christ’s great work is beau�fully cap-

tured in Augustus Toplady’s great hymn “Rock of Ages,” with the words, 

  

Let the water and the blood, 

 From thy riven side which flowed, 

 Be of sin the double cure, 

 Cleanse me from its guilt and power. 


