
Prayer RequestsPrayer RequestsPrayer RequestsPrayer Requests    
♦ Pray for our families participating in the Speech 

and Debate tournament at Maranatha Bible 

Church on March 8th and 9th.   

♦ Pray for our new members class and those     

participating.  

♦ Pray for our members who are recovering from 

recent medical treatments. 

♦ Pray for Alicia Blasiman as she begins her    

married life this month. 

♦ Pray for our missionaries, especially the Taylors 

as they begin a home mission assignment in 

April. 

♦ Pray for an extraordinary blessing on the        

ordinary means of grace, including the            

sacraments. 
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Reflections on the PsalmsReflections on the PsalmsReflections on the PsalmsReflections on the Psalms    
Rhett Dodson, pastor at Grace PCA in Hudson, 

has written two companion books on the Psalms 

of Ascents entitled This Brief Journey and To Be a 

Pilgrim. He draws everyday application from the 

praises and cries of David, 

mining encouragement from 

the psalms that you may not 

have noticed before. These 

short volumes are written  

simply and would work well as 

morning devotionals. They are  

available on the book table for 

borrowing. –KT 

 

Anna Duff will be acting in 

the production of “Crazy 

for You” at Lake Center 

Christian School on Friday, 

March 8th, and Saturday, 

March 9th, both at 7:00 

p.m. Tickets can be bought 

at LCCS or at the door  

($5, $6, $7).  

MISSIONS TRIP: JULY 28—AUG 2 
This summer, our youth will have an opportunity to 

make a difference in the life of a child and family 

affected by disability. Youth 16 and older will be 

paired to assist a family in the morning and evening 

retreat activities for the week. Youth 13 to 15 years 

old will be assisting with recreation, art, music, 

and/or youth programs. This service will free the 

parents to attend seminars, hear biblical teaching, 

and enjoy time together as a couple.  

We will be leaving at 7:00 a.m. Sunday July 28th and 

attending the Greene Valley PCA in Carmichael, PA 

at 10:50 a.m., eating a sack lunch and arriving by 

1:00 p.m. for training at the Retreat. Arrival back in 

Akron will be Friday, August 2nd.  

Please prayerfully consider coming on 

this trip! Commitment date is March 10. 

Who’s Who this 

Month? 

 Clean-up: N-Sch 

Communion: Scholten 

Door Greeter: Kadlecek 
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His Commandments are Not Burdensome by Elyse Fitzpatrick and Dennis E. Johnson 
 

 Here is a passage from 1 John that illustrates the necessity of grounding all our obedience and counsel in the gospel: “For 

this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3). Although you 

might be familiar with this passage, have you ever stopped to really consider it? Have you ever wondered how John could write 

that God’s commandments were “not burdensome?” During times of trial, when faced with a difficult obedience, “burdensome” 

could definitely be the adjective we choose to describe our trouble to obey.  

 Honestly, when it comes right down to it, doesn’t it sometimes feel like obedience is too much to ask? The cost is too high, 

our love too weak. We don’t love God as we should, so we see his commandments as a burden. Our problem with obedience is 

that we don’t love as intensively as we should.  

 Even though that is our experience, the theme that love motivates joyous and obedient service is found frequently in 

Scripture. The story of Jacob and Rachel illustrates it well. You’ll recall that Jacob indentured himself as a servant to his uncle,       

Laban, in order to obtain Rachel, Laban’s daughter, for a wife. Why? Because Jacob loved her. And so he worked day in and day out 

for seven years to earn the right to have her as his wife. Lest we think that the service was easy, here’s how he described it later: 

“By day the heat consumed me, and the cold by night, and my sleep fled from my eyes” (Gen 31:40). And yet later Jacob              

remembered his service for her as years that “seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her” (Gen. 29:20). 

Think of that: seven hard years flew by just like a few days. Love is the reason. The years of work he endured were not burden-

some. They were years of work, yes, but not burdensome work. 

 Conversely, Jesus told a story of people who had a very different perspective. In this story, a parable, a landowner hired 

day laborers for his vineyard at an agreed-upon wage. During the day he brought in others to work, and then, at the end of the day, 

he doled out their earnings. Those who labored all day and those who labored only for one hour all received an equal wage, the 

one they had contracted for. “These last worked only one hour,” the angry workers complained, “and you have made them equal 

to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat” (Matt. 20:12).  

 Although these disgruntled workers received what was rightfully theirs, they were dissatisfied. They had no filial             

relationship to this landowner; they were day laborers, not sons. They had no concern for the other workers, either. They were 

individuals, not family members. What was work like for them? They complained, “We’ve borne the burden…of the scorching 

heat.” Did the hours fly by because they were glad to serve their master? No, absolutely not. Their labor was grinding; they      

struggled until that scorching sun finally set so they could get what they earned and get out of there. Their labor was burdensome. 

 In another familiar parable, we find the eldest son irate because his father had warmly welcomed home the younger 

brother. Notice how the older brother’s obedience is described: “Look, these many years I have served you” (Luke 15:29).           

Obedience was onerous to him because love was lacking. He saw his father as nothing more than a demanding taskmaster, so he 

was resentful of his father’s generosity, mercy, and love. He meticulously tallied up his every hour and act of obedience. Life in this 

household was only a burden to be borne. 

 It’s easy to see the difference between Jacob and those who were only working for their wages. Jacob’s work flowed out 

of a heart of love. The other workers were in it only for themselves. They had obligations and life was hard; they were just trying to 

survive another day. There is ease and joy in love-driven obedience, a miserliness and drudgery in duty-driven obedience. 

 Our Savior’s love-driven obedience was envisaged in Psalm 40:8: “I delight to do thy will, O my God (KJV).” Like Jacob    

before him, Jesus’ work to obtain his bride was a delight to him because of the great love he had for her. The One who created the 

sun languished under its scorching rays and struggled to keep warm when the cold penetrated his cloak at night. The One who   

multiplied loaves was hungry; he who sustained the universe by his word was tired. He perfectly completed the years of work his 

father had given him to do, and his reward was given to others who joined in at the last moment. His inheritance was bestowed 

upon people, such as us, who had gleefully deserted him and spent their days in riotous living. The payment he earned was granted 

to proud, self-righteous ones like us, who had disdained him. But he called it all his delight because he loved. He gladly laid down 

his life for his bride.  

 We are sure that now, from the perspective of heaven, his days on earth seem but a moment to him because of his love 

for us. And these difficult years that we are apart from him will seem like nothing more than “one night spent in an inconvenient 

motel” when our eyes finally rest upon his face. 

 Do you find obedience a burden or a delight? Is loving your neighbor, whoever that may be, a source of joy or a grinding 

drudgery? Let us suggest that the obligations of the gospel become a burdensome duty simply because we don’t spend enough 

time remembering what Jesus has already done for us. We have divided the love-inspiring declarations of the gospel from the     

obligations of the gospel so that obedience is simply a struggle, a discipline, a duty. 


