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Who’s Who?Who’s Who?Who’s Who?Who’s Who?    
    

• CleanCleanCleanClean----up: up: up: up: E-M 

• Communion: Communion: Communion: Communion: Kadlecek 

• Door Greeter: Door Greeter: Door Greeter: Door Greeter: John Tasseff 

 

Pray for OUR Men in Uniform 
Updates from Chaplains serving with the PRCC 

 

CH (CPT) Garland Mason III, USA, 204th BSB Chaplain: We have         

successfully moved to Fort Carson, Colorado from GTMO. After two 

years living in the Caribbean it took me a moment to remember what 

these white flakes are falling from the Colorado sky. We thank God for 

our new assignment and the many gospel opportunities it will offer. God 

is good and, as Jonathan Edwards reminds us, everything exists to teach 

us something about Him. The ocean at GTMO reminded us of the depth 

of God's grace and now the Rocky Mountains remind us of its height. 

Surely Calvin was right when he said in his Institutes, "We daily walk in 

the theater of God's glory." So look around and allow your heart to burst 

in joyful worship of the great and glorious I AM.  

PRAYER REQUESTS: Pray for me and my family, that we will first      

embrace and rest in Christ alone. Pray also that God will give us the         

motivation, passion, and wherewithal to do what He has called us to do 

in ministry to Soldiers. And finally, please pray that the Holy Spirit will 

work in us a spirit of repentance and faith whereby we turn anew every 

day away from our sin and toward our Savior. 

 

CH (MAJ) Shannon Philio, USA: Beginning in July, I will be studying 

Army doctrine and theory in a 1-year school at Fort Leavenworth, KS, a 

school only a few selected Chaplains are asked to attend alongside     

today's Army leaders. The school prepares a Chaplain for future            

leadership within the Chaplain Corps and the opportunity to better     

understand Army leadership and mission.  

PRAYER REQUESTS: Pray that I am able to represent the Chaplaincy 

well in my studies and exams with material out of my comfort zone and 

to serve as salt and light to the Army leaders in the course alongside me. 

A THANK YOU NOTE 

FROM THE DEACONS 
    

The workday in April was a great 

success: many items on the task 

list were completed and then 

some.  Many thanks to all that 

participated in the workday.  

Missionary  Update 
Don & Fran McNeill, Mbarara, Uganda: Don’s teaching trip to Kenya went very well and he is home safely. Their ministry is 

being aided significantly by today’s technology: they load Kindles with Bibles, theology books, and study notes and give 

them to students so that they may grow their libraries without worrying about expensive printing costs. 

Jack & Sherri Campbell, Clemson & Auburn Universities: Since ministering to international students at these universities is 

the Campbells’ main focus, they would ask that you pray for those students who, through them, are learning English and 

learning Christ. Pray for the fruit which comes from great conversations with the students over the Scriptures. 

 

Prayer Requests 

• Pray for God's blessing on our   

combined Sunday School class this 

summer. 

• Pray for our General Assembly 

meeting in Greenville, SC in June. 

• Pray for our missionaries. 

• Pray for our elderly and ill        

members. 

• Pray for us to improve our            

baptisms. 



Page 2 

 
 

“SHOULD WE ACCEPT A ROMAN CATHOLIC BAPTISM AS LEGITIMATE?” 
 

By R.C. Sproul Jr. 
 

 

 The vast majority of Protestants since the time of the Reformation take the view that we should accept Roman Catholic 

baptism. Several reasons are proffered. First, the Donatist controversy. During the days of the Diocletian persecution there were 

those professing Christians who essentially repudiated the faith. The Donatists argued that the sacraments performed by those 

who recanted the faith were therefore invalid.  Saint Augustine wisely argued that the efficacy of a sacrament is not tied to the 

faith of the one administering it. Second, there is the reality that at the time of the Reformation the magisterial Reformers                  

accepted Roman Catholic baptism as valid. Third, there is nothing unbiblical about what is said in the Roman Catholic baptism, and 

it is said in the same Trinitarian formula as Protestant baptism. Fourth, many Protestants consider Rome to be a deeply flawed, 

chock-full-of-serious-errors true church and her baptisms irregular, but valid. 

 

 While I certainly understand this common view I do not embrace it.  Baptism is, among other things, that sacrament by 

which one enters into the visible church. Rome, after the formal adoption of the sixth session of the Council of Trent, became an 

apostate church. That makes her in my judgment not merely a bad church, but a former church. A bad husband is one who is      

unfaithful. A rightly divorced husband, though he had had to be married in order to be unfaithful, is no longer a husband. If I am 

correct, being baptized into a local Roman Catholic church is not being baptized into a part of the visible church. 

 

 While the Trinity is a necessary, beautiful, critically important doctrine, while I believe that to deny it is to deny the faith, 

that it was the key issue for the first 500 years of the church after the ascension, this does not make it the alone necessary doctrine 

for a church to be a church. Any “church” for instance, that denies the resurrection of the body is not a church, and we should not 

accept their baptisms. In like manner, any “church” that says that anyone who teaches we are justified by faith apart from the 

works of the law should be damned, as Rome says in the sixth session of the Council of Trent, even if they affirm the Trinity, is not 

rightly administering the sacrament. 

 

 Which brings us to the Reformers. Though they may have addressed this and I missed it, it is important to remember that 

they are answering the question principally in a pre-Trent context. They are dealing with people who were baptized before Rome 

ceased to be a church, however weak they might have been up to that point. I don’t think Calvin or Luther or Zwingli, etc. needed 

to be baptized again because they were baptized when Rome was still a church. 

 

 Finally, the distinction between the Donatist issue and this issue is here- I am not saying that the unbelief of the one          

administering the sacrament makes it invalid. I am saying the unbelief of the institution into which one is being “baptized” makes it 

invalid.  It’s not that the baptizer disbelieves, but that the church is not a church. 

 

 As rare as my position may be I am by no means the only one to take it. The southern Presbyterian tradition takes the 

same position.  On the other hand, it has always been my practice not to impose my view on anyone. No one should ever get into 

any trouble for agreeing with Luther, Calvin, Warfield and Hodge and disagreeing with me. I believe Christians should submit to the 

wisdom of their shepherds on this issue, and I believe elders should be gracious toward their sheep. 

  

 


