
Prayer Requests 
 

♦Pray for Worcesters, Mallets, and Edana Bruder and their    

struggles with age. 

♦Pray that wisdom, humility, spiritual insight, and boldness be 

given to your pastors and elders in the year to come. 

♦Pray for our upcoming marriages (Rings, Blasimans, Sevciks). 

♦Pray for growing godly community among us, and deeper, more satisfying     

communion with God in worship. 

♦Pray for the complete recovery of Debra Kobb. 

♦Pray for our nation and those to whom God has given His authority                      

to rule over us. 
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Food For Thought… from John Oxenham 
 

  “We are not citizens of this world trying to make our way to heaven; 

we are citizens of heaven trying to make our way through this world. That     

radical Christian insight can be life-changing. We are not to live so as to earn 

God's love, inherit heaven, and purchase our salvation. All those are given to us 

as gifts; gifts bought by Jesus on the cross and handed over to us. We are to live 

as God's redeemed, as heirs of heaven, and as citizens of another land: the      

Kingdom of God… 

 

 We live as those who are on a journey home; a home we know will have 

the lights on and the door open and our Father waiting for us when we arrive. 

That means in all adversity our worship of God is joyful, our life is hopeful, our 

future is secure. There is nothing we can lose on earth that can rob us of the 

treasures God has given us and will give us.” 

MARK YOUR MARK YOUR MARK YOUR MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS: CALENDARS: CALENDARS: CALENDARS: 

CONGREGA-CONGREGA-CONGREGA-CONGREGA-

TIONAL      TIONAL      TIONAL      TIONAL      

MEETING ON MEETING ON MEETING ON MEETING ON 

WEDNESDAY, WEDNESDAY, WEDNESDAY, WEDNESDAY, 

JANUARY 9TH, JANUARY 9TH, JANUARY 9TH, JANUARY 9TH, 

2013201320132013    

6P.M. DINNER6P.M. DINNER6P.M. DINNER6P.M. DINNER    

7P.M. MEETING7P.M. MEETING7P.M. MEETING7P.M. MEETING    

Communion Setup 2013 Communion Setup 2013 Communion Setup 2013 Communion Setup 2013     

We are seeking a few new families to set up the Lord’s  

Supper table on Communion Sundays. See Pastor Mark or 

Kate Tasseff if you and your family would be willing to 

serve for one Sunday a year. Training will be provided. 
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How NOT To Read Your Bible in 2013 
By Matt Smethurst  

 

When it comes to daily (or not-so-daily) Bible reading, January 1 can be a welcome arrival. A new year signals a new start. 

You're motivated to freshly commit to what you know is of indispensable importance: the Word of God Yet this isn't the first time 

you've felt this way. You were entertaining pretty similar thoughts 365 days ago. And 365 days before that. And 365 days . . . you know 

how it goes. 

So what's going to make 2013 different? What, under God, will keep you plodding along in April this year when staying power 

has generally vanished in Aprils of yore? From one stumbling pilgrim to another, here are five suggestions for what not to do in 2013. 

 

1. Don't Overextend 

"Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss, you'll land among the stars!" 

This hackneyed high school yearbook quote is bad advice for most things, Bible reading plans not excepted. If you shoot for 

and miss the "moon" of six chapters a day, you won't quietly land among the "stars" of three. You'll just be lost in space. 

It's better to read one chapter a day, every day, than four a day, every now and then. Moreover, the value of meditation    

cannot be overstressed. Meditation isn't spiritualized daydreaming; it's riveted reflection on revelation. Read less, if you must, to 

meditate more. It's easy to encounter a torrent of God's truth, but without absorption---and application---you will be little better for 

the experience. As Thomas White once said, "It is better to hear one sermon only and meditate on that, than to hear two sermons and 

meditate on neither." I think that's pretty sage advice for Scripture reading, too. 

 

2. Don't Do It Alone 

When it comes to Bible reading consistency, a solo sport mentality can be lethal. Surely that's why many run out of gas; they 

feel like they're running alone. To forestall the dangers of isolation, then, invite one or two others to join you in 2013. Set goals, make 

a commitment, and hold one another accountable. Turn your personal Scripture reading into a team effort, a community project. 

A daily devotional, too, can function as a helpful companion and guide. D. A. Carson's For the Love of God (Volume 1; Volume 

2) and Nancy Guthrie's Discovering Jesus in the Old Testament are two excellent options. 

 

3. Don't Just Do It Whenever 

Every morning we awaken to a fresh deluge of information. We've now reached the point where, I've heard it said, an        

average weekday edition of The New York Times contains more information than Jonathan Edwards encountered in his entire lifetime. 

I don't know if that's true, but it sure makes me think. 

It is imperative, then, to set a specific time each day when you will get alone with God. Even if it's a modest window, guard it 

with your life. Explain your goal to those closest to you, and invite their help. Otherwise, the tyranny of the urgent will continue to rear 

its unappeasable head. What is urgent will fast displace what is important, and what is good will supplant what is best. 

If your basic game plan is to read your Bible whenever, chances are you'll read it never. And if you don't control your       

schedule, your schedule will control you. It's happened to me more times than I care to admit. 

 

4. Don't Live as if Paul Lied 

Did you know Leviticus and Chronicles and Obadiah were written to encourage you? That's what Paul believed, anyway: "For 

whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the 

Scriptures we might have hope" (Rom. 15:4; cf. 1 Cor. 9:10; 10:6, 11; 2 Tim. 3:16). What a sweeping word! Paul is going so far as to 

claim the entirety of the Old Testament is for you---to instruct you, to encourage you, to help you endure, and to give you hope. 

Few of you will conclude Paul is simply mistaken here. Good evangelicals, after all, are happy to take inspired apostles at their 

word. But does our approach to our Bibles tell a different story? Do we act as if Numbers or Kings or Nahum has the power to infuse 

our lives with help and hope? 

Whenever you open your Bible, labor to believe that God has something here to say to [you]. Whatever I encounter in his 

Word was written with me, his cherished child, in view. So pursue God's graces on the pages of Scripture this year. Strength for today 

and bright hope for tomorrow everywhere await. 

 

5. Don't Turn a Means of Grace into a Means of Merit 

Your Father's love for you doesn't rise and fall with your quiet times. If you are united to Jesus by faith, the verdict is out, and 

the court is dismissed. You're as accepted and embraced as the Son himself. Period. 

To be sure, you'll desire to hear and follow his voice if you're truly one of his sheep (John 10:1-30; cf. 8:47; 18:37). Not always 

and not perfectly, of course, but sincerely and increasingly. 

So as another year dawns, commit yourself anew to becoming a man or woman of the Word. But don't overextend, do it 

alone, just do it whenever, live as if Paul lied, or treat means of grace like means of merit. 

Your Bible is one of God's chief gifts to you in 2013. Open, read, ruminate, and obey. May you be ever transformed into the 

image of our incarnate King, and may he alone receive the acclaim. 


