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Men’s Ministry 

 Jan 5: Class 7-9. Chapter 14 

 Jan 19: Class 7-9. Chapter 15 

MESS — STING 

 Jan 13: STING 7 p.m. at 
Starbucks. Chapters 17 & 
18 

 Jan 20: MESS 7 p.m. at 
Scholtens 

 Jan 27: STING 7 p.m. at 
Starbucks.  

 

 

 

 

 The Adult Bible Study at the Rings‟ resumes this month. 

 New Adult Bible Study details: 

 Book: Righteous Sinners: The Believer’s Struggle with Faith, 
Grace and Works by Ron Julian (there will be copies available at 
the first meeting) 

 When: 7 p.m. on the 2nd/4th Fridays of the month 

 Where: First meeting (Jan 14th) Duff home (1460 W Market St. 
Akron OH 44313). Second meeting TBA. 

 

 

 

A book study for young women is starting up this month at the Tasseffs‟ 
house (201 Genoa Ave SW, Massillon, OH 44646). It will meet on the 1st 

and 3rd Tuesdays of each month. The book is Preparing to be a Help Meet 
by Debi Pearl. Those interested in joining should bring along a KJV Bible (if 
possible), notebook, and writing utensil. Copies of the book are available at 

the meetings for $13.  Contact Kate Tasseff for more information. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/415JXR-JSxL._BO2,204,203,200_PIsitb-sticker-arrow-click,TopRight,35,-76_AA300_SH20_OU01_.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.amazon.com/How-People-Change-Timothy-Lane/dp/1934885533&usg=__vXO-
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 Ten Suggestions To Help You Grow Spiritually in the New Year: Part 1 

by Andrew Webb 

 

1) Read Your Bible Before you read your email, log in to Face Book, turn on the radio, etc.  

 

Far too many of us spend time in the world, before we spend time in the Word and as a result we begin 

the day with the wrong frame of mind and perspective, and not having “broken our fast” by partaking 

of the bread of heaven. For many people, this means that they begin the day having partaken of things 

that cause them to be irritable, anxious, or distracted, rather than filled with the things that promote 

peace, contentment, and knowledge. If we wonder why we are weak in the faith, it might just be be-

cause our primary diet consists of things that are not spiritual food. Let your first meal in the morning 

be the milk and meat of the Word of God!  

 

“Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. You, through Your commandments, make me 

wiser than my enemies; For they are ever with me. I have more understanding than all my teachers, 

For Your testimonies are my meditation.” (Psalm 119:97-99)  

 

2) Start attending the church events you normally miss  

 

If there is one thing we learn from the Apostolic church, it is that they never missed an opportunity to 

worship together. “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in prayers.” (Acts 2:42) This should still be the fondest desire of every Chris-

tian‟s heart. “I was glad when they said to me, „Let us go into the house of the LORD.‟” (Psalm 122:1) 

But it is also something that we desperately need for our growth. Indeed, the Christians who are grow-

ing the most in the faith are almost invariably the ones who spend the most time in worship and study. 

Sometimes people really are providentially hindered from attending the services of the church, but 

more often than not we have simply made a decision not to go. There are many excuses we can gener-

ate for not coming to both worship services on Sunday or the Bible Study or the Prayer Meeting, but 

how often can we honestly say, “Lord, the thing that I am doing instead of going to church is more im-

portant than worshipping you with the saints and is better for my spiritual growth?” Do we really think 

that the eternal blessings that we gain from attending on the means of grace will not outweigh the tem-

porary hassles of traveling to church? Do we expect that in heaven we will say, “I'm glad I didn't go to 

church more often?” or that if we did attend all the church services we could that we will regret doing 

so?  

 

Finally, before you protest that you would be physically exhausted if you attended more of the services 

of the church, make sure that there aren't other activities you could cut out that would enable you to 

get more rest. Often church is the first thing we remove from our schedule rather than the last. Chris-

tians are by definition people who hope to spend eternity in the corporate worship of the Lord, and we 

need to begin living now as we mean to continue forever afterwards. Remember, we can suffer from a 

lack of grace, but it is impossible to suffer from having gotten too much of it! “not forsaking the assem-

bling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the 

more as you see the Day approaching. “ (Heb. 10:25)  
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Properly understood there are three different spheres in which worship should take place; privately, as 

we do our personal devotions, corporately, as we assemble for worship with the other saints on the 

Lord's Day, and household, as families assemble to worship together on a daily basis.  

 

While all the different spheres of worship have declined in modern times, perhaps none has suffered 

quite so much as family worship, and I believe that the results of this decline can be seen in the exodus 

of covenant children from the church. Simply put, an hour of corporate worship or even an hour of 

corporate worship and a youth program like AWANA cannot ever replace daily household worship and 

instruction. Fathers, you and not your pastor, youth pastor, or Sunday school worker have been 

charged with bringing up your children in the training and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). You 

simply cannot do this without following that daily pattern of instruction and worship set out in Deuter-

onomy 6.   

 

Additionally, Family Worship is a bulwark of any marriage, and you will find that although it is a cli-

ché, there is a LOT of truth to the saying “The Family that Prays Together, Stays Together.” Indeed, it 

isn't surprising to see that as family worship has declined, divorce rates have increased.  In 10 years of 

pastoring, I have yet to encounter a family that kept a regular pattern of daily family worship that was 

on the verge of divorce.  

 

Many families are intimidated by the thought of starting a pattern of family worship because they were 

not brought up doing it themselves, and were thus never taught how to worship at home. The keys to 

starting off a successful program of family worship are simplicity and consistency. If you have never 

done it before, I would recommend you start this way.  

 

First, pick an event that the entire family already does together, such as eating a meal like then cove-

nant that as soon as you have finished your meal you will assemble together for family worship. Keep 

your family worship simple and brief, and make your family wish there were more of it rather than 

wish that it would finally end.   

 

A sample pattern for worship might include: 

 Father or Mother Prays 

 Father reads a short selection from the Bible (no more than a chapter!) that he is familiar with and 

can explain, or from a good family devotional like the ones written by Jim Cromarty. 

 Father explains the text and asks the children some questions about the text designed to stimulate 

thought and conversation 

 The family closes by praying together and offering up their individual praises and requests to God  

 

Later, after your worship has grown consistent, you can begin gradually adding in other items like 

singing and reciting the Shorter Catechism, Lord's Prayer, Ten Commandments, etc.  

 

“We will not hide them from their children, Telling to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, 

And His strength and His wonderful works that He has done. For He established a testimony in Jacob, 

And appointed a law in Israel, Which He commanded our fathers, That they should make them known 

to their children; That the generation to come might know them, The children who would be born, 

That they may arise and declare them to their children, That they may set their hope in God, And not 

forget the works of God, But keep His commandments.” (Psalm 78:4-7)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the next few months, we hope to include short interviews with the new members of our church. New 

members, look for email requests for filling out the interview soon.  

 

FPC: Where do you work? 

Jeff Davidson: I work at GOJO Industries in the R&D department, located in downtown Akron. I 

do a mixture of package engineering and computer programming. Jane works in Cuyahoga Falls for 

a company called Circle Prime as an electronic technician. They make specialty circuit boards. 

 

FPC: What is your church background? 

JD: I was sent to the Roman Catholic Church as a young boy because my grandmother attended a 

Catholic church; I received my first communion in the Catholic Church at the age of nine. My father 

and mother were not church-goers, so my next experience with churches was during my mid-

twenties. Looking back I can see the hand of God on my life and I can truly say He crafted the cir-

cumstances in my life to bring me back to Him. I began a time of exploration in my life attending 

such churches as Lutheran, Brethren, Assemblies of God, Methodist, and Baptist Churches.  

 

By the time Jane and I were married, my theology was a little more sound, but I was still searching 

for a church that accurately and fully portrayed what I was learning in the Bible. We began attending 

non-denomination churches: The Chapel, Faith Bible, and Grace Bible. 

 

Jane‟s church background is a rich one: Catholicism, Pentecostal, Non-Denominational, Methodist, 

Prosperity Word Church, Messianic, and some brief explorations with places like the Jehovah Wit-

ness Hall, knowing full well that as a believer she didn't belong there. 

 

FPC: What brought you to the Reformed faith? 

JD: The only correct answer would be God! God helped us see doctrinal and pragmatic problems 

with several of the churches that we attended individually and also with the ones Jane and I attended 

together. God gave us such a high view of His revealed word that we couldn‟t, in good conscience, 

stay at some of the churches we were attending. We view each as a learning, maturing process; but 

overall God shaped our path through the churches, giving us many rich and rewarding experiences 

along the way, shaping our theologies and continuing to conform our images to that of our precious 

Savior. 

 

FPC: How have you participated in ministry in the past? 

JD: I have been involved in Big Brothers, taught Primary Church (Children‟s church in the Brethren 

denomination) and in nursing home ministries.  

 



Jane has served in many areas: Praying City Ministry, Ladies Bible Studies, Children‟s Sunday 

School-Grade school, Jr. High and High School ages, Pregnancy Teen Crises, Nursing Homes, 

Food/Clothing pantry, and a Church Bookstore. 

 

As a couple, Jane and I taught K-2 Sunday school and were leaders in the AWANA program at Grace 

Bible. Currently, Jane and I have been given the wonderful opportunity to teach my mother and sis-

ter about God. We are leading them through introductory, biblically based doctrines concerning God 

and His church. We are waiting and watching for the Spirit to effectively call them; please keep this 

in your prayers. 

 

FPC: What attracted you to Faith PCA? 

JD: We were looking for a reformed church; we attended reformed Baptist for a brief time, but did-

n‟t feel like it was where God was leading us. I found out about Faith PCA from the Puritan Board; 

several members (Jim Thompson and Pastor Mark) recommended Faith to me. I examined the 

church website and listened to all of Pastor Mark‟s sermons, prayerfully deciding to visit; we began 

meeting the members and attending the Sunday School and decided to go through the New Members 

class when it was offered.  

 

We see a great amount of solid knowledge in this church and openness from its members. I think I 

see more people actually trying to live the gospel, as it is presented to them here, than in any of the 

other churches I‟ve attended. I‟m sure this brings glory to God and that He is pleased; but I pray we 

remember to “Be Holy For He Is Holy”, I pray that we continue growing, learning and applying what 

we learn and giving all the glory to Him! 

 

FPC: What gifts or talents do you have to contribute to the ministry of church? 

JD: Where ever God wants us we are willing to go, we will know when the right opportunity is pre-

sented, and we will gladly serve our brothers and sisters and share the Word of God with the unbe-

lievers He puts in our paths; but most importantly, we will continue to strive to keep the Lord first in 

our minds, hearts, actions and words. 

 

 

 

 

 


