
New & in stock! 
 The Birthday and Anniversary list as well as the Address Directory have been    

refreshed and updated this week. Pick up your copy in your church mailbox 

slot today. There are extras in the bottom right hand slot.  

 The Kitchen Clean-Up Instructions have been revised to include the Nursery 

area as one other place to tidy after each congregational meal. For those in 

charge of setting the church in order on those particular Sundays, please be 

sure that all instructions on the sign have been followed before you leave. 
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Communion Setup:  

Roach 

Fellowship Meal Cleanup:  

Se-Z 

Door Greeters  

Tim T. & Silas K. 

December Special Offering 

On December 9th, during Communion, we will have a 

special offering. This month, the offering will go    

toward the Deacons Fund and PCA Compassion. PCA 

Compassion is a ministry of 

Mission to the World and is 

used exclusively for world-

wide disaster relief. Please 

see your bulletin insert for 

additional information. 

NEEDED: FUNERAL        
LUNCHEON COORDINATOR.   

Providing a luncheon after a funeral      
service has been a great help and comfort 

to FPC families who have lost a loved 
one.  If you would like to volunteer or 

need more info, contact Kathy Scholten.  

Deacon Matters 
The deacons will be doing a nonperish-

able food drive the first 3 Sundays of December. A 

box will be in the foyer for collection of the items. Any 

cash donations can be given to Greg Blasiman.  

Mark Your 

Calendars: 

Congrega-

tional 

meeting on 

Wednesday, 

January 

9th, 2013 

6p.m. Dinner 

7p.m. Meeting 
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Prayer Update  
From David and Marcia Jones in Turkey 

 
“Make room in your hearts for us” (2 Corinthians 7:2) 
  
“Make room in your hearts for us” is a short sentence, a request, an authoritative word from God through his servant 

Paul. It is an invitation to the Church to live out a welcoming grace towards someone coming in from the outside. To the              
comfortable regulars of the church it is a challenge for us to leave our circle of friends and pursue the unknown newcomer. It’s a 
little awkward, but it can also be an effective form of evangelism. The Persian Fellowship and the local English speaking church we 
work under have been moving towards each other with welcoming grace, making room in their hearts. Thank you so much for your 
prayers for this transition and please do continue to pray for us. 

  
Our move to having the Persian Fellowship incorporated into the existing church service has been both encouraging and 

challenging. Not every week have we been able to have a translation, but it has worked out the majority of the time. Sometimes 
the sermon isn’t finished in time for the translator to translate it; sometimes the equipment doesn’t work right (once the message 
kept switching between English and Persian, once our equipment caused the sound system to make sudden screeching noises).      
A couple of Persian speakers who come don’t want to admit they need a translation so avoid using the headsets. But every week  
we have had new people and more people than we were having previously. So God is blessing and encouraging us in pursuing this 
course, but we still are out of our depths and totally dependent on him – like it should be. 

  
Please pray for the following things concerning our Sunday morning worship: 
 
1. The sermon and translation – please pray for the men who preach God’s Word, for Ali as he struggles with the                 
translation, and for the application of the Word to the Persian’s heart. 
2. The Persian speakers who come – that they would have open hearts to God’s Word and God’s people. Most that are 
coming have not made a profession of faith. 
3. Ways to promote fellowship beyond Sunday morning: The congregation has welcomed the newcomers well, but now 
we need to find ways to work them into small groups, especially Persian speaking groups, where they can grow and be 
held accountable. 
  
Last week we started a study of “Basic Christianity” by John Stott as a preparation class for church membership and/or 

baptism. Six men attended and a woman may start this week separately with Marcia. On Thursday I am leading an evangelistic  
Bible Study on passages about Jesus in the Gospel of John. There are between five and six people who have been coming but     
recently the translator has had to drop out because of college classes. Please pray for both of these groups, that God would bring 
the people of his choosing, and that they would be faithful in their attendance. 

  
Last Saturday I was talking to an Iraqi about the Bible. He said he had been told that a Christian leader had travelled 

around the world and studied what people believed about God, then this leader returned home and wrote what we now have in 
the Bible. How do you respond to that kind of misbelief? I started to laugh and said that I had never heard that explanation about 
the Bible before, and then assured him that his understanding was not correct at all. He eventually took a Bible and a booklet 
about Jesus and wanted to talk with me again later. What other falsehoods has he been taught or absorbed from his culture? I am 
convinced more and more that Muslims need to hear what we believe. How are they going to be saved unless someone tells them 
the truth about the Bible’s teaching about Jesus and why he came? 

  
Marcia is still teaching English on Wednesday mornings and has a conversation class at our home each Tuesday morning. 

Tomorrow after class she is having one of the Persian ladies (who is bringing a friend, Persians like to do things in groups) for lunch 
and conversation. Pray for us as we spread the net wide so we can find those whom God is drawing to Himself. 

  
Thank you for your love for us and the Persian people. Keep praying! GOD BLESS!! 
  
In Christ, 
David and Marcia 

 



 
Pain: God’s Megaphone 

by Alistair Begg 

 
 
For sixty years, successive generations have been helped by what C.S. Lewis wrote on the subject of pain and suffering. 

The sustained benefit is due in large measure to the fact that he brought to the “problem” a solid dose of Christian realism.  This 
medicine may be more important now than ever. It is not uncommon to watch as television preachers inform their audiences that 
God “does not want you to be sick.” It is hard to imagine such an assertion proving to be an encouragement to the wheel-chair 
bound, long-term sufferer of multiple sclerosis. At best, such preachers are confused. The Bible makes a clear distinction between 
the now of our earthly pilgrimage and the then of our heavenly home. A day is coming when there will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain. But as any honest observer of the human condition will admit, that day has not arrived. While most of 
us are probably not facing “the heartbreaking routine of monotonous misery,” as Lewis puts it, few of us are untouched by trials of 
various kinds. 

 
Although the trial may appear in the disguise of an enemy, in reality it may prove to be a friend. The biblical writer James 

encourages his readers when faced with trials to welcome them as friends rather than resenting them as intruders. Instead of    
running and hiding we are to face them in the awareness that they come to prove us and to improve us. Lewis does not argue that 
suffering is good in itself. Instead, he points to the redemptive, sanctifying effects of suffering.  

 
Thirty-two years of pastoral ministry have brought me into direct contact with those whose experiences of pain and     

suffering have proved to be a severe mercy. I think of a nuclear physicist in our church in Scotland who attended out of deference 
to his wife and three young daughters. He listened to the sermons with an air of polite indifference; he accepted a copy of John 
Stott’s Basic Christianity but remained secure in his scientific shell. It was only when his fourth child, a son, died at eleven months 
that the megaphone sounded. Recognizing that his worldview was inadequate to deal with tragedy and loss, he found himself 
reaching beyond his shadow land to find himself caught up in the embrace of the God who is there. By this terrible necessity of 
tribulation God conquered his rebel will and brought him to the place of peace. 

 
It is also true that God uses suffering to wean His children away from the plausible sources of false happiness. The                 

Christian may grow drowsy in the sun but will not fall asleep in the fire or the flood. Each of us must recognize how easy it is to 
think little of God when all is well on the outside. But what a change occurs when, for example, the biopsy comes back positive.       
A sharp blast of anxiety comes to shatter any illusions of self-sufficiency. How kind of God to rouse us and to bring us to the place 
of dependence. 

 
Our experience of pain, if sanctified, will create an awareness of the trials that others face and a tenderness in our        

dealings. When our pains and disappointments become the occasion for the softening of our hearts, we can anticipate the privilege 
of bearing with the infirmities of others. Jesus, the Chief Shepherd, our great High Priest, is “touched with the feelings of  our      
infirmities,” and He has left us an example that we should follow. It ought to concern us greatly when those of us who have been 
called to teach and to lead fail to display gentleness and compassion for the faint and the trembling. Although I have only dipped a 
toe in the sea of suffering, it is immediately apparent that God uses the lonely hours in the middle of the night to teach us lessons 
that we never learned in our bright and healthy hours. We rise to affirm William Cowper’s observation that “behind a frowning 
providence, God hides a smiling face.” 

 
I only begin to scratch the surface of this topic. I must leave the reader to ponder two things. First, consider how suffering 

and pain often prove to be God’s means of discipline and how in this discipline we find an evidence and seal of our adoption 
(see Heb. 12:5). Secondly, consider the corrective element in affliction as referenced by the psalmist (Ps. 119:67, 71).  

 
Lewis helps us to realize that when the megaphone of pain sounds in our lives and in the lives of our unbelieving friends 

and neighbors we dare not respond with some form of superficial triumphalism or descend the abyss of pessimism. If those whose 
lives are marked by quiet desperation, who are painfully aware of their trials and sufferings are going to seek out the Christian for 
help, it will not be because we appear to live lives that are free from trials but because we are honest about our own sufferings and 
difficulties. We will not attempt an answer for every question since we know that God has His secrets (Deut. 29:29). We will affirm 
that even in the mystery of His purposes we know the security of His love, and we will seek to introduce others to our God who 
entered into our sorrows and our sufferings.  
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