
Update from Scotland  
                                                     by Andrew Quigley 

 

 This has been an unprecedented year in the life of the Reformed Presbyterian 

Church of Scotland with two new congregations being established, Glasgow and        

Stornoway, and another church plant begun in Edinburgh. A fact which is all the more 

remarkable given the backdrop of the ever increasing decline in the church in Scotland, whether that decline is measured 

in terms of numerical participation or holding to Biblical standards. 

 Apart from the fact that this is the Lord’s doing and wondrous in our eyes, there are a number of factors which 

have, over time, contributed to this, and within those factors there are a couple of threads. Beth [Bogue]’s work is one of 

those common threads. I have no hesitation in saying that, whatever the Lord has 

for the growing RP Church in Scotland in the coming years, one of the catalysts He 

has used in His revitalisation of Her has been Beth’s often unsung, daily labours.  

 On occasions people will say to me, ‘how can such a small church engage 

in so much ministry’ - church planting, Semester in Scotland, Reformation Tours, 

‘Let’s Worship God’ booklets, etc. The bottom line is a lot of hard work, good     

organisation, and time spent in prayer, and Beth plays a key part in all of that. 

A Letter of Thanks from the Andersons 

Dear Friends at Faith, 

 Greetings in the Lord! What a nice surprise we   

received from you recently. We just received 15 encouraging 

notes from folks at Faith! That was so encouraging! Some 

were written by the youth of the church. Each note touched our hearts. We hope that 

you might do this for other missionaries of Faith. It was so thoughtful of you. 

 We greatly enjoyed the recent visit from two brothers of Faith. They work for 

the Timken Bearing Company, so you will know them well. We had a good time of fellow-

ship with these men after the morning worship in Zlin. I (Sid) especially enjoyed my    

conversation with them because I used to buy Timken bearings when I worked on cars in 

my younger days! I remember saying to them that the Lord is pleased to have              

representation in all kinds of places, even in the Timken Bearing Company.  

 Louise and I hope to return to the States next year. It would be good to see you 

again. Please keep up your good work of encouraging missionaries. Many blessings     

today.  

Yours in Christ, Sid and Louise Anderson 

FROM FFFFAITHAITHAITHAITH TO FFFFAITHAITHAITHAITH    
VOLUME 27, ISSUE 12: DECEMBER 2011 

Inside this issue:Inside this issue:Inside this issue:Inside this issue:    

A Letter of Thanks 1 

Update from Scotland 1 

Who’s Who This Month 1 

Shepherding Groups 2 

MESS STING 2 

Article by Lane & Tripp 3-4 

Things to Check Up On 4 

Faith Presbyterian Church 

2540 S. Main St.   

Akron, Ohio 44319 

(330) 644-9654 

Pastor:                            
Rev. Mark Scholten 

Associate Pastor:           
Rev. James Kobb 

faithpcaaakron.wordpress.com 

Communion Setup: Roach 

Fellowship Meal Cleanup: Se-Z 

Door Greeter: Steve Totaro 



Page 2 

Shepherding GroupsShepherding GroupsShepherding GroupsShepherding Groups    
 

“They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching  

and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”  

(Acts 2:42, NASB95) 

 

 We are very excited to announce the formation of 4 or 5 Shepherding Groups starting in   

February.  What is a Shepherding Group?  They are regular, local, inter-generational gatherings for 

prayer, study, fellowship, and service.  This is where we will build and deepen mutually constructive, 

covenantal relationships with each other.  It is where we will “one another” one another.  It is where 

we will speak the gospel to our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 Each Shepherding group will be led by 2 or 3 men from the congregation and will require a commitment from all in the 

congregation.  Every member of the congregation will be included in a Shepherding Group.  It is a gathering of families in order to 

deepen fellowship and build godly community.  We will learn to know others and be known; to pray for one another and to bear 

one another’s burdens; to learn and to love together. 

 The session is so committed to seeing this happen that we will alter our Sunday evening worship schedule to allow for 

time for the Shepherding Groups to meet.  We will have an afternoon (2 p.m.) service on the first and the third Lord’s Days of the 

month as usual, but in lieu of our normal evening service, we encourage the Shepherding Groups to meet on the second and fourth 

weeks.  On the fifth Lord’s Days (quarterly), the leadership of each group will meet together for mutual prayer, encouragement, 

instruction, and accountability. 

 The details of each Shepherding group - where and when they will meet, and what materials they will study - will be     

determined and communicated by the leadership of each group in January. 

 Could you pray for the Leadership Training for the Shepherding Groups?  Will you commit to building up the family of God 

by fully participating?  

 

 “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints,  

 and are of God’s household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,  

 Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together,  

 is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a  

 dwelling of God in the Spirit."  

 (Ephesians 2:19-22, NASB95) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The 2011 MESS-STING Winter Formal Progressive Dinner 

 

MESS/STING Members!  Start Christmas Break with 

the Progressive Dinner on Wednesday, December 21st 

from 6:30-10:00 p.m. 

 

Needed: Adults to help at the Progressive Dinner.  We 

need Chauffeurs with vans or larger cars. We also 

need Servers for the Dinner course at Church (from about 

8:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.) Food will already be made and in 

the ovens. Let Kathy Scholten know if you can help out!  

 

                           FPC Young Ladies at the 2009 Dinner 



Relationships: A Mess Worth MakingRelationships: A Mess Worth MakingRelationships: A Mess Worth MakingRelationships: A Mess Worth Making    

Excerpt from Chapter 11: BurdensExcerpt from Chapter 11: BurdensExcerpt from Chapter 11: BurdensExcerpt from Chapter 11: Burdens    

By Timothy S. Lane & Paul David Tripp  

 
Take a moment to reflect on a few specific relationships in your life. You may want to consider three: a 

loved one, a difficult person you usually avoid, and an enemy. With these people in mind, consider 

these passages and the practical commands they give. Evaluate how you are doing. Reflect on Christ’s 

grace and service to you. Think of ways you can serve these people in the coming months.  

 

Be devoted to one another 

 

Romans 12:10 says, “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.” This means that we treat other people like they are part of our 

family, with the kind of mutual love that exists between parents, children, and siblings. Sure, there are family squabbles, but when 

the heat is on, we rally around our family. Whom do you need to rally around as if they were “blood”? Come to think of it, if they 

are Christians, the bond between you and them is more than biological. You are united spiritually through your elder brother Jesus. 

How should this shape your relationships?  

 

Honor one another 

 

Romans 12:10 says, “Honor one another above yourselves.” Honoring someone means that you treat her seriously. You treat her 

as someone of value. Paul suggests doing this by taking a back seat. Jesus came and humbled himself so that we might be lifted up. 

He did this for you. Whom do you need to treat with honor? 

 

Accept one another 

 

Romans 15:7 says, “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” We all differ with one 

another on a host of issues that are not central to being a Christian. Often these differences become the things we think are most 

important, and this could easily lead us to distance ourselves from one another. In James 2, the rich were guilty of favoritism. They 

distanced themselves from those who lacked the same social and economic standing. Whenever we fail to accept others, we lose 

opportunities to service. Whom do you tend to exclude? What non-essential, secondary convictions do you allow to get between 

you and another Christian? In what ways do you need to accept others? Who needs your acceptance right now? 

 

Bear one another’s burdens 

 

Galatians 6:2 says, “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” This command is very practical. In 

the context of another Christian’s struggle, we are called to struggle alongside him. Some of the weight of his burden will fall on 

you. It may cut into your lifestyle and require sacrifice. This may mean meeting with someone for a period of time. It may require a 

financial sacrifice. It may mean both. Where do you need to shoulder someone else’s burden? How will that change the way you 

use your time and money, talents, possessions, and reputation? What other resources do you have that can be used to ease the 

burden? 

 

Bear with one another 

 

Ephesians 4:2  teaches, “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” We have already talked 

about forgiving others when we have been sinned against. Bearing with others is equally important. What does it mean to bear 

with one another? It means that you are patient with others when you would be tempted to get irritated. What weaknesses and  
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idiosyncrasies do you find hard to tolerate in others? They aren’t necessarily sins, just things that get on your nerves. Whom do you 

find hard to love? What kinds of people do you unconsciously avoid because they simply bug you? Surely you can think of        

someone! Serving him means a willingness to be tolerant, even when he does things you find bothersome. Remember, you have 

weaknesses and things that bother others too. Look at how tolerant Jesus was with his disciples. We can be thankful that he is that 

way with us too.  

 

Serving Others is Practical  

 

Serving others is the way we put feet on our faith. What we believe is not just what we say; it is inextricably bound to what we do. 

How are you doing? Is your faith in Jesus expressing itself in your relationships? I earn a living speaking and writing about the Bible. 

That scares me, because it can appear to others that I am really mature spiritually. I might even start to believe it myself! But am I 

really mature and growing in grace? Do my actions correspond to all my talk? 

 

What about you? Are you known for knowing a lot about the Bible and doctrine, but not for quiet services to others? If you are a 

parent, spouse, child, neighbor, or sibling, what will it look like for you to be a servant this week? Humble service is the mark of the 

Spirit’s work in you. May it be increasingly evident in all of us as we grow in grace! 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Things to Check Up On 
 

♦ If you check the bulletin board in the vestibule, a 2012 Door Greeter sign-up 

sheet has been posted. Gentleman, please consider taking a month next year to 

hold this position for our Sunday services. More information is written on the   

sign-up sheet itself. 

♦ The book area of the vestibule has been devoted exclusively to material that 

may be used for the upcoming Shepherding Groups.  

♦ If you are in need of a church mailbox, please notify Kate Tasseff either in    

person or via email, faith.pca.akron@gmail.com  

♦ Are there any email lists you want to be on, but aren’t yet? We send around the monthly newsletter and the 

weekly Faith Update. To be added to or removed from the list, contact Kate Tasseff. 

♦ If you haven’t already, we encourage you to familiarize yourself with the new church website,  

faithpcaakron.wordpress.com. Soon the old website will be completely replaced by the remodeled version, so you will 

want to know your way around the new site, especially if you regularly visit the former one.  
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