
Prayer Requests 
♦ Please be in prayer for Debra Kobb as she goes through chemotherapy and a bone 

marrow transplant this month. Debra will probably not want visitors for the next   

couple of weeks during the time that her immune system becomes greatly          

weakened. After the new immune system begins to become well established, she will 

begin to feel much better and will definitely want visits then!           

In the meantime, she may be contacted by phone, and she enjoys  

receiving cards and letters as well.  

Seidman Cancer Center (Room #3011) 

11000 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, OH 44106 

(216) 286-3311  

♦ Keep Steve Totaro in your prayers as he recovers from a long surgery. The initial   

results found no cancer in his lymph nodes, but they have sent the lymph nodes away 

for additional testing to make sure. Praise God for the good news thus far! 
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Vacation Bible School: Summer Olympics 

This year’s one-day Vacation Bible School will be held on Wednesday, August 15th, from 

9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Lunch will be provided. VBS welcomes kids from ages 5-13. In years 

past, there’s been a money collection for missionaries. 

However, this year, we ask that each family bring a play 

ball of any kind (e.g. baseball, football, basketball, soccer 

ball, bouncy ball, etc) which will be donated to a boys   

orphanage in the Dominican Republic. Invite family, 

friends, and neighbors to this one-day VBS event at Faith 

Church!   It promises to be a very fun and uplifting time! 

YOUTH GROUP event in 

Alliance 

Saturday, August 11th, 1:00-7:00 p.m. 

Meet at the Kadleceks at 1 p.m., and then everyone will 

head to the Alliance Community Food Pantry for a service 

project. Afterwards, back to the Kadleceks for fellowship, 

food, and fun. The Kadleceks need to know how many people will be coming, so please 

R.S.V.P. Phone number is (330) 823-2513, or respond to the Facebook event. 

NO NORTH SHEPHERDING GROUP 

AT DUFFS’ ON AUGUST 3RD! 

  



Page 2 

A Testimony to Free and Sovereign Grace: Part One 

A sermon by Charles H. Spurgeon 
 

"But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord."—Psalm xxxvii. 39. 

Salvation is a blessing peculiar to the righteous. The ungodly do not, as a rule, believe that they have any need of           

salvation: therefore they do not desire it, or seek after it. The righteous know that they are born in a fallen state; they acknowledge 

that they have destroyed themselves by personal sin; and they are conscious of a thousand dangers which surround them. Hence 

they need salvation, and seek it, and find it. It is to them that salvation has come to make them righteous, for until they are saved 

they are unrighteous, even as others; but now that salvation has come to their house, they bring forth the fruits of righteousness to 

the glory of God their Saviour. 

This may be used as a description of the believer's life: he lives a life of salvation. He is saved in Christ, who is his life, in 

whom he has forgiveness of sins, and every other covenant blessing. He is always being delivered, or saved; and from the moment 

in which he begins as a believer till that last moment on earth when he shall be about to depart out of the world unto the Father, 

his whole life is encompassed within the divine circle of salvation. God is working salvation for him, and salvation in him, and     

salvation by him, and is giving him to receive the fullness of salvation which he shall for ever enjoy in the world to come. 

"Salvation is for ever nigh 

The souls that fear and trust the Lord; 

And grace, descending from on high, 

Fresh hopes of glory shall afford." 

Beloved friends, we rejoice in that right royal word "salvation." We would let its echo fly over the whole world. To us it is a 

word of great meaning. It does not signify alone salvation from the punishment of sin, though it comprehends that blessing, and 

we are glad that it does so; but it means complete and immediate salvation from the love of sin, conscious salvation from the 

power of sin, growing salvation from the propensity to sin, and ultimate salvation from all tendency to sin. When we have gained 

full salvation, we shall never, never sin again, but shall find ourselves before the throne of God as pure as that throne, made      

perfect by the work of the Holy Spirit, who will have sanctified us wholly, spirit, soul, and body. Men of the world think, when we 

talk of salvation, that we mean escaping from hell: this is all they would fear, and so it strikes them as the great matter: but we are 

not of their mind. Being delivered from the pains and penalties of evil is certainly a great boon, but it is by no means the greatest: it 

follows in the train of a grander blessing, even as the blaze of the comet follows the central light. The righteous dread sin more 

than hell, and wrong is more terrible to them than any punishment which awaits it. The joy of salvation to us is that we are        

delivered from this present evil world, delivered from the lusts of the flesh, delivered from the old death of natural corruption, 

delivered from the power of Satan, and from the dominion of evil. Our salvation will not be full till we are totally and finally         

delivered from every trace of sin, and are "without fault before the throne of God." Sanctification completed is our salvation      

perfected: purity without spot will be our Paradise Regained. 

"The salvation of the righteous "in the broadest sense of the word "is of the Lord"; and the more breadth of meaning we 

give to it, the more completely we shall see that it must be divine. At the same time, our life is made up of a series of salvations, 

and each of these is of the Lord. We are constantly being saved, saved from this and that form of danger and evil. As each daily 

trouble threatens to engulf us, we are saved from it. As each temptation, like a dragon, threatens to swallow us up, we are saved 

from it. Our God is the God of salvations, and unto him belong the issues from death. We escape from deaths oft; yea, and from 

the very belly of hell; and still we live to sing, as Jonah sang when he was in the depths of the sea, "Salvation is of the Lord." 

I have said that this glorious salvation, which is of the Lord, is the peculiar heritage of believers. They alone know their 

need of it, and they alone participate in it. Look at the ungodly man who is pictured in this psalm. He does not want salvation. He 

flourishes like the green bay-tree: he spreads his branches to overshadow everybody else. Such men need no salvation. "Their eyes 

stand out with fatness: they have more than heart could wish." They want no salvation: their lands are abundant, their house is full 

of treasure, and they leave the rest of their substance to their babes. They put no trust in the name of the Lord: "They call their 

lands after their own names." They want no God: they have no sighs after him, they never cry, "As the hart panteth after the     

waterbrooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God!" They have no trials in their lives, and "there are no bands in their death: but 

their strength is firm. They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they plagued like other men." The rod of God's children 

does not fall upon them. "Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth;" but often those whom he loves not he leaves to indulge in such 

pleasure as they can find. He gives his swine good measure of husks, for he would not be unkind even to them; and there they lie 

and feed without fear, knowing nothing of another world, neither caring for it. 

"Fools never raise their thoughts so high; 

Like brutes they live, like brutes they die; 

Like grass they flourish, till thy breath 

Blasts them in everlasting death." 

See the distinction between the righteous man who fears God, and him that fears him not: were it not for this word 

"salvation," their ease and prosperity might make us envy the ungodly; but this turns the scale. Because "the salvation of the     

righteous is of the Lord," we would take the worst portion that ever was meted out to them in preference to the best that was ever 

given to the ungodly. Taking all for all, God's worst is better than the devil's best, and the portion of God's saints at the lowest ebb 

is better than the portion of the wicked, even when their joys are at the flood. 



I am going to speak at this time upon our text as a statement by itself. It is complete and self-contained. It is a diamond of 

the first water. Its words are few, but its sense is precious. "The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord." 

I. Our first head is this: this is the essence of sound doctrine. "The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord." There are   

several young men here who go forth to preach the gospel. I hope that they will speak with clear knowledge and attractive speech; 

but this is far from being the main object of my desire: I want them really to preach the gospel, the whole gospel, and nothing but 

the gospel. I reckon preaching to be gospel preaching, and sound preaching, in proportion as it is consistent with this statement: 

"The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord." It is not every preacher who proclaims this truth in bold terms, and in plain English. 

More or less I hope that all who preach Christ crucified would subscribe to this; but some are a little afraid of it in all its breadth 

and length. They must bring in man a little. They must have him do something, or be something. They are always afraid lest grace 

should be misunderstood, and should be turned into licentiousness; and, truly, I share in their fear, though I would not use their 

way of preventing the evil which I dread. I have known some of these timorous ones try to say "Free grace"; but they have had a 

little impediment in their speech, and the word has come out "free-will." They have meant that it should be all of grace, but by 

some means or other there has been so much hesitancy, and such a deal of fencing, that one could hardly tell grace from works. 

There will be no hesitancy on my part when I say that "the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord"; neither will you find me   

guarding the statement as if I thought it a lump of spiritual dynamite which might do infinite damage. 

"The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord " in the planning. Long before we were in existence, God had planned the 

way of salvation. Before the fall, he had ordained the covenant by which the fallen should be restored; and that plan shows, in 

every line of it, that consummate wisdom and infinite lore which can be found nowhere but in the Lord. He took counsel with 

none, and none instructed him: he alone fixed the eternal settlements of unchanging love. 

" The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord" as to the persons who are included in it, for God hath chosen from the   

beginning his people, and "whom he did foreknow he also did predestinate to be conformed unto the image of his Son." There is a 

choice somewhere, and I am persuaded we have not chosen him, but he hath chosen us. Did not the Lord Jesus say as much? He is 

first and foremost in salvation, and though we gladly run when he calls, yet his call comes first, and his choice comes before the 

call. The salvation of the righteous was determined on in the council chambers of eternity or ever the stars began to shine. It is of 

God, and of God only. 

And as it is of the Lord in the planning, so it is of the Lord in the providing. It was he who gave his Son from his bosom, and 

truly our Lord Jesus Christ is the full purchase-price of our salvation. We do not add a penny to it. The mortgage upon lost humanity 

was paid off by Christ to the last farthing, without any contribution on our part to eke out the matchless price. 

The Spirit of God, who is another great item in the provision of salvation, is of the Lord. God has given us the Spirit. The 

Holy Ghost comes, not according to our mind or will, but according to the gift and purpose of the Lord. Nothing is lacking for the 

salvation of men. God has provided all. He has not left the garment almost long enough, but needing that we should add a fringe; 

nor has he provided a feast almost sufficient for us if we bring at least another loaf; nor has he built a house of mercy, almost    

completed, but leaving us to add a few more tiles to the roof. No, no. The work is finished, and from top to bottom salvation is of 

the Lord. All covenant provisions are already in the Lord Jesus in full, and the salvation of the righteous is entirely of the Lord in the 

providing. 

So, dear friends, it is of the Lord in the applying. The first application of the blessings of the covenant to us is of God. Of 

course, that first application is in regeneration, when the soul first begins to live. The first sense of need of mercy springs, not from 

nature, but is a work of grace. The first desire we have to be right, the first prayer we breathe towards God—all this is the        

movement of eternal grace upon our souls, which else would have lain as dead as the corpses in their graves. The Lord first deals 

with us before we have any inclination whatsoever to deal with him. We do not see this truth at first. Possibly we discover it 

months after our conversion, when we come to sit down, and look over our experience. Then we cry, "Yes! Hadst thou not sought 

me, I had never sought thee. Hadst thou not drawn me, I had never run to thee. Hadst thou never looked on me in love, I had never 

looked to thee in faith. It is thy free grace which began with me. I own that the Alpha of my salvation is of the Lord." The         

knowledge of this truth usually comes to us as we advance in knowledge: the full understanding of it is a fruit of the Spirit, and   

belongs to our riper years rather than to our spiritual infancy. 
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KILLING CALVINISM: A Review 

 

For the modern day Young Restless and Reformed (YRR) crowd, and for any others who may consider themselves     

Calvinist, comes a convicting read stuffed into just 100 pages. Greg Dutcher’s brand new book, Killing Calvinism: How 

to Destroy a Perfectly Good Theology from the Inside, outlines the main pitfalls that “cage-stage” Calvinists can and 

have tripped over in recent years, such as losing an urgency for evangelism, or refusing to learn from non-Calvinists. By 

becoming so infatuated with great theology rather than being caught up in the majestic God who wrote that theology, the temptation 

to arrogance and superiority can be ripe. When Christians of a Reformed bent act in ways that wholly contradict the humility that the 

Doctrines of Grace seek to inspire, we turn away those who are on the outside looking in. This book serves as an accessible health 

check-up for the Calvinist of today, exhorting us to more and more practice just what we preach. Coming soon to the church library,   

it will be available for individual borrowing and as potential small group study material. –KT 


