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Giddy-Up, Cowboy! Wacky Wednesday  

VBS is A’Comin’! 

Hey, kids! On Wednesday, August 3rd, saddle up your horses for a Western-themed 

day of Vacation Bible School fun at Faith Church! From 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., learn 

about God’s love and have adventures with your friends as you sing 

songs, make crafts, learn lessons, support missionaries, play games, 

and eat food. Please tell your friends THIS WEEK to come along with 

you to this year’s all-new VBS! Also, don’t forget to bring some canned 

goods for our missions project for the Haven of Rest. 

Bible Trivia! 
1. What did Job’s wife encourage him to do after 

things went wrong? 

 A) Repent 

 B) Curse God and die 

 C) Seek God in prayer 

  D) Offer a sacrifice 

2. In which city did Peter raise Tabitha from the dead? 

 A) Caesarea  

 B) Jerusalem  

 C) Bethsaida 

 D) Joppa 

herherherher·memememe·neuneuneuneu·tics tics tics tics     

  

A class in hermeneutics begins 

August 2nd from 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

We will be using Grant Osborne's 

book, The Hermeneutical Spiral. 

There will be weekly readings and 

written work. If interested, see 

Adam Blauser to get your name 

on the list, and to get information 

on purchasing the book. 

Answers: 1) B; 2) D 

The Race is On! 

Free T-shirt and food for volunteers that help out with 

the Hospice Charity 5K in Alliance, Ohio on August 

20th from 6:30 p.m.-9 p.m. All proceeds benefit the 

Alliance area hospice. Volunteers are needed for water stations, 

food tables, finish line, and various other jobs. MESS and STING 

families have helped out at this event for several years, and a good 

time is always had by all. Adults and teens are welcome to sign up 

at the vestibule table. Don't forget to add your shirt size! If you 

would prefer to run the 5K, you can sign up on the Alliance Hospital 

website. If you have any questions, please see Marianne Sevcik. 
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 The necessity of apologetics is not a divine necessity: God can surely do His work without us. The necessity of 

apologetics is a moral necessity: God has chosen to do His work through us and called us to it. Apologetics is the special 

talent of some believers, and the interested hobby of others. But it is the God-ordained responsibility of all believers. 
 

 We should look at 1 Peter 3:15 again and notice a few things that it does not say. 
 

 (1) It does not say that believers are supposed to take the initiative and start arrogant arguments with unbeliev-

ers, telling them that we have all the answers. We do not have to go out looking for a fight. We certainly should not sport 

or encourage a "I'll prove it to you" spirit, an attitude which relishes refutation. The text indicates that we offer a rea-

soned defense in answer to those who ask for such from us, whether they do so as an opening challenge to the integrity of 

God's word or as the natural response to our evangelistic witness. 
 

 The text also indicates that the spirit in which we offer our apologetic answer is one of "gentleness and respect." 

It is not pugnacious and defensive. It is not a spirit of intellectual one-up-manship. The task of apologetics begins with 

humility. After all, the fear of the Lord is the starting point of all knowledge (Prov. 1:7). Moreover, apologetics is pursued 

in service to the Lord, and "the Lord's servant must not strive, but be gentle toward all, apt to teach" (2 Tim. 2:24). 

Apologetics is not a place for vain flexing of our intellectual muscles. 
 

 (2) Another thing that 1 Peter 3:15 does not say is that believers are responsible to persuade anybody who chal-

lenges or questions their faith. We can offer sound reasons to the unbeliever, but we cannot make him or her subjectively 

believe those reasons. We can refute the poor argumentation of the unbeliever, but still not persuade them. We can close 

the mouth of the critic, but only God can open the heart. It is not in our ability, and not our responsibility, to regenerate 

the dead heart and give sight to the blind eyes of unbelievers. That is God's gracious work. 
 

 It is God who must enlighten the eyes of one's understanding (Eph. 1:18). "The natural man receives not the 

things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot know them because they are Spiritually dis-

cerned" (1 Cor. 2:14). Until God in His sovereign grace changes the sinner from within, he will not see the kingdom of 

God or submit to the King. Jesus taught this to Nicodemus, reminding him that "the wind [same Greek word as "Spirit"] 

blows where it will... So is every one who is born of the Spirit" (John 3:8). Our task is to present a faithful and sound wit-

ness and defense. The task of persuasion is God's. That is why apologists should not evaluate their success or adjust their 

message on the basis of whether the unbeliever finally comes to agree with them or not. 
 

 (3) Yet another thing that 1 Peter 3:15 does not say is that defending the faith has a different ultimate authority 

than does the task of expounding the faith. It is a common mistake among evangelicals to imagine that the authority of 

God and His word is the basis for their theology and preaching, but the authority for defending this faith must be some-

thing other than God and His word -- or else we would be begging the question raised by unbelievers. Accordingly, be-

lievers will sometimes be misled into thinking that whatever they take as the ultimate standard in apologetical thinking 

must be neutral and agreed upon by believer and unbeliever alike; and from here they go on to make the second mistake 

of thinking that something like "reason" is such a commonly understood and accepted standard. 
 

 These ideas are quite obviously out of accord with Biblical teaching, however. Does apologetics have a different 

epistemological[2] authority than expounding theology? Our theology is founded upon the authority of Christ, speaking 

by His Spirit in the words of Scripture. 1 Peter 3:15 teaches us that the precondition of presenting a defense of the faith 

(apologetics) is also that we "sanctify [set apart] Christ as Lord in your hearts." It would be a mistake to imagine that Pe-

ter is speaking of the "heart" here as though it our center of emotions over against the mind with which we think. In Bib-

lical terminology the "heart" is the location of our reasoning (Rom. 1:21), meditation (Ps. 19:14), understanding (Prov. 

8:5), thinking (Deut. 7:17; 8:5) and believing (Rom. 10:10). It is just here -- in the center of our thinking and reasoning -- 

that Christ is to be consecrated as Lord, when we engage in apologetical discussion with inquiring unbelievers. Thus the-

ology and apologetics have the same epistemological authority -- the same Lord over all. 


