
2540 S. Main St.  Akron, Ohio 44319 ����  (330) 644-9654 ����  Pastor: Rev. Mark Scholten ����  Associate Pastor: Rev. James Kobb ����  www.faithpcaakron.com 

Faith Presbyterian Church Newsletter 
VOLUME 29, ISSUE 4: APRIL 2013 

Who’s Who? 
 

• Clean-up: Se-Z 

• Communion: Roach 

• Door Greeter: Brotherton 

Akron Pregnancy Center would LOVE    your help! 
A Message from Laura Strabley, Church Relations Director 

 

“God is looking for someone who will rebuild the wall of righteousness that 

guards the land—and the annual Intercede 4 Life Walk (May 18th) provides an 

opportunity for you and the people in your congregation to answer His call (see 

Ezekiel 22:30)! If you are willing to be an APS Church Representative, please plan 

to attend an Intercede 4 Life Kick-Off for Church Reps on Saturday, April 6th at 

10:00 a.m. or Monday, April 8th at 6:00 p.m. The meetings will be hosted at APS 

on 105 East Market Street in Akron.  

At the Kick-Off, you will receive a 2013 Walk t-shirt to promote the event. You 

will also receive sponsor forms for the participants in your congregation and 

learn more about this year’s vision. Refreshments will be provided. Call or email 

to reserve your spot at the Kick-Off. If you are unable to attend either of those 

dates, I would be delighted to schedule a one-on-one appointment with you.  

Thank you for stepping forward to rebuild the wall of righteousness!” 

330-434-2221 ext. 212  //  lstrabley@akronpregnancyservices.org 

Contact Debra Kobb.   
Her room number at the Seidman 

Cancer Center is 3016 and her phone 

number is 216-286-3316. 

Work Day.Work Day.Work Day.Work Day.    
Join us for a church work day April 27th 

(rain date May 4th) at 8:30 a.m. Lunch will 

be provided. Details forthcoming. Missionary  Update 
• Calvin Taylor, India: Calvin, Geeta, Karuna (13), and Nathan (12) are 

coming to settle in the Atlanta area near Martin for their HMA from April 

2013-2014. 

• Bill & Susan Carr, Bemidji, MN: Bill is teaching Cross Cultural      

Communications, and preaching at the Chippewa Bible Church. They are in 

need of prayers for this congregation as it is almost to the point of closing 

its doors because of small attendance numbers. 
• Don & Fran McNeill, Mbarara, Uganda: The McNeills are back in 

Uganda as of January 31, heading Christ’s Community Study Center. Don is 

presently writing curriculum for  MINTS (Miami International Seminary, 

Miami, Florida.) Please pray for his trip to Kenya this month.  
• The Gary Johnson Family, Montgomery, AL: The Johnsons continue 

with their Finding Faithful Men Project by sponsoring young men to travel 

from their home country to further their education at Eastwood Christian 

School in Montgomery. They also have a couple mission trips planned to 

Poland and the Czech Republic. They ask you to pray for 1) confirmation for 

housing in Montgomery after June 15th, and 2) Providence to allow them a 

chance to take the whole family to Sweden this summer to develop their 

established ministry there.  

Prayer Requests. 
• Pray for Deb Kobb that she could 

soon return home and soon return 

to worshiping with us. 

• Pray for those who work to support 

their households, tithe to the 

church, and have something to 

give to those in need. 

• Pray for Jane and Win Worcester 

and Bill and Bonnie Mallett as they 

walk through declining health    

together and in faith. 

• Pray for our upcoming mission trip 

this summer. 

• Pray for our students and teachers 

and their Spring Break. 

• Pray for the Christian worldview to 

be clear and persuasive in our     

culture again. 
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Resurrection: Truth for Encouragement  
By Robert B. Strimple 

 

 This is the truth that will carry you through the toughest times in your service of the Savior. Why? You know why, but let 

me simply remind you by way of four points quickly made. (1) The resurrection set a seal upon the truth of all Christ's claims and all 

Christ's promises. Upon his claim of equality with God the Father, upon his claim to be able to save to the uttermost all who come 

to him in repentant faith. When asked for a validating sign, this was the one sign he offered. The one who could claim power to lay 

down his life and take it again, and then make good that claim, is worthy of your complete trust. You can trust him to be the Way, 

the Truth and the Life–if "he is risen as he said!" 

 (2) The resurrection of Jesus Christ was his deliverance from the power and curse of death to which he had become      

subject as the representative covenant head of his people and the bearer of their sins. As long as our head remained under the 

power of death, sin and Satan remained triumphant. But now is Christ risen from the dead. The sentence of condemnation has 

been annulled. God's justification has been pronounced upon the second Adam, and yes–praise God–upon all those united to him 

by faith. 

 By raising Jesus from the dead and exalting him to his right hand, God the Father has declared that the penalty due your 

sins has been fully paid and the power of death forever broken. By the resurrection, God the Father added his "Amen!" to the 

words of Christ on the cross, "It is finished!" As the apostle Paul rejoiced earlier in our letter (1:10): "our Savior, Christ Jesus, has 

destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel." 

 And this brings us quickly to the next point. (3) The resurrection of Christ is the guarantee–no, more than the guarantee, it 

is the beginning of the resurrection of those that are Christ's. As Paul wrote to the Corinthians, "Christ has indeed been raised from 

the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep." The firstfruits were not merely a pledge but the actual beginning of the 

harvest–with the certainty of much more to follow. And just like Christ's, yours too will be a resurrection to an utterly new,       

transformed existence, your lowly body made like his glorious body (Phil. 3:21). 

 This is what your Lord promised: "Because I live, you also will live." No one can be in any way dead who is united with the 

risen Christ. 

 And this brings us to the final point. (4) You who are in Christ Jesus have a1ready been raised with him (Eph. 2:5,6). While 

the resurrection of your outer man is yet future, the resurrection of the inner man is a past event and a present reality. Christ has 

already rescued you from this present evil age and it is in the power of the risen Christ–his life living in you–that you are to live the 

Christian life right here and now. 

 Yes, it's true. We do not yet see all things subjected to him. The last enemy has not yet been abolished. We live in that 

"not yet" in which we must often weep, even as our Lord himself wept, in the face of death and bereavement and the pervasive-

ness of sin and evil. But in union with the risen Christ–by faith–are all the resources you and I need to live to his glory today. 

 As Paul reminds us in our text, this was his gospel. And you must make sure, brothers, that it is the heart of the gospel that 

you preach. Not filed away in your study notes or in the back of your minds, as a foundational truth that you assume and that you 

assume your hearers assume as you proceed to preach on themes which are supposedly more "practical," such as interpersonal 

relations and right attitudes and social action. It is the preaching–in the power of the Spirit–of the good news of Jesus Christ risen 

that will promote the growth of the church. 

 You must give your hearers something to believe in. Since you call on men, women and children, not to have faith in faith, 

but rather to have faith in Christ, you must present the Christ in whom they are to trust, the Christ who was delivered over to 

death for the sins of his people and who was raised to life for their justification. Following Paul's example, you should live to        

proclaim that gospel, enduring everything–everything (look at v.10) for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation 

that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

 This is your calling, as a servant of the risen Christ, and could a higher calling be imagined? This past semester a            

Westminster alumnus serving in Uganda spoke in chapel of his need to remind himself–as he looked at the work of the engineer 

who lived in the hut on the one side of his, and at the work of the agriculturist who lived on the other side–of the incomparable 

importance and the eternal significance of the work committed to him as a preacher of the gospel and a trainer of preachers. 

 And so, dear servant of the Lord, look again at this second chapter of Paul's second letter to Timothy. These are the      

commands that your God gives to you by the Spirit: v.1, "Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus;" v.3, "Endure hardship with 

us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus;" and v.8, "Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my 

gospel." 


