
What’s What’s What’s What’s HappeningHappeningHappeningHappening    In the In the In the In the Church?Church?Church?Church?    
♦ The deacons have scheduled a church workday for Saturday, April 28

th
 starting at 9:00 

a.m. Lunch will be provided.  This work day will concentrate on cleaning the church 

inside and outside. An additional work day will be held on Saturday, May 5
th

 starting 

at 9:00 a.m. to work on installing the new fence. If you have any questions contact 

one of the deacons.  

♦ The women of the church will be holding a bridal shower for Josh Sevcik’s fiancée, 

Vickie Rench, on Saturday, April 21st. RSVP to Dawn Duff by April 14th.  
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 In our church DVD library we have a conference series by Paul David Tripp 

called Forever: Why You Can’t Live Without It. The central claim of the series is that 

every human being suffers from “eternity amnesia.” We were created with eternity in 

our hearts, which means the longing for something lasting and meaningful is always 

with us, but we easily forget about heaven in the rush of daily life and instead look for 

earthly pleasures to satisfy us. Some people who do not know God have made it their 

life’s purpose to eat, drink, and be merry, because to 

them, this life is all there is. But as Christians, we’re       

exhorted to live knowing that this is not our final           

destination. If we look at our suffering and wonder why 

God would let it happen, we must remember, “the futility, 

decay, and pain isn’t in the way of the plan—it is the plan.” 

Paul David Tripp delivers his ten 25-minute lectures in an 

energetic, sincere, and humorous way that will both     

convict you and make you laugh. If interested, please 

check out the DVD series. –KT 

Prayer Requests 
 

♦ Pray for our Sunday School Teachers and students. 

♦ Pray for the Ohio Presbytery and the PCA General Assembly. 

♦ Pray for the upcoming marriages of Josh Sevcik and Vickie Rench and Sarah Scholten 

and Jason Brower. 

♦ Pray that we would improve our baptisms, and pray for Reed Brotherton as he will 

be baptized next month. 

Missing Something? 

 

Lost and Found items 

are hanging in the 

1st floor hallway.  
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A Gospel of HateA Gospel of HateA Gospel of HateA Gospel of Hate    
By Kate Tasseff 

 

It is said that there was a certain population peculiarly chosen by God for His particular people. To them He gave special         

revelation, prophecies, and covenants. They alone were passed over when curses came over the nations where they resided;     

indeed, all curses came as avenging actions from God against those nations for the sake of that population. He gave them the task 

of pronouncing doom and commanding repentance to the world. They were made holy by Him, and He loved them alone. 

 

You might think I’m talking about Israel. I, in fact, am not. I am referring to Westboro Baptist Church in Topeka, Kansas. 

 

The WBC is the congregation best known for its fiery leaders, Rev. Fred Phelps and his daughter Shirley, and their anti-

homosexual protests. They are considered by most of the world to be a group filled with unadulterated vitriol and hate, close-

minded in the extreme, caring only for the media attention they receive in abundance, and preaching a gospel of despair rather 

than the more commonly known gospel of peace.  

 

It certainly is difficult to see them in any other light, even for the most tolerant among us. Christ-followers, interested in 

being fair, try taking a second look, wondering if there are any areas where the WBC has it all together biblically. After doing some 

investigation into the words of WBC members themselves, I have a found a number of things they “get right,” but at the same 

time, many things they seem to neglect from Scripture. In this article, it is not my wish to shoot down this church for its mistakes, 

or to prove the superiority of the way I interpret Scripture. Instead, I want to expose you to a wider gaze at this interesting      

movement in our age, to go beyond shrugging your shoulders at their unusual methods, and to give them credit, if you can, for 

their eager evangelism.  

 

What the WBC believes correctly 
 

1) Foundational doctrines 

 

Upon visiting the WBC’s main website, you will find on their “About Us” page that they claim their allegiance to the 

“teachings of the Bible” which were “nicely summed up by John Calvin in his 5 points of Calvinism.” While they in no way associate 

themselves with the denominations that usually adhere to these doctrines (they call themselves Old School, or Primitive, Baptists), 

they are quick to bring discussions to the subjects of Unconditional Election and Perseverance of the Saints. Their affirmation of the 

absolute authority of Scripture is unquestionable, and they are well-schooled in the quoting of the Word. When it comes to who 

and what they put their faith into, they do well. 

 

2) The theology of the modern church is weak 

 

One significant WBC talking point is their stance on the preaching of the typical American church. They’re not afraid to use 

unusually strong terms to describe it; for example, “The maudlin … feel-good, touchy-feely, preachers of today’s society are   

damning this nation and this world to hell.” (FAQ, “Why do you preach hate?”) They are emphatically and militantly against such 

phrases as “Jesus died for everyone,” “God loves the world,” “God accepts you just the way you are,” and “Don’t judge me.” Many 

churches today have embraced tolerance to the extent that they are “calling evil good and good evil,” most obviously in the        

acceptance of homosexuality by some denominations. WBC recognizes this and openly condemns such false teaching.  

 

3) Not being ashamed of the Word 

 

If we were to be honest with ourselves, there are passages in Scripture that we prefer not to read, oftentimes because 

they show God to be angry, jealous, and full of judgment, attributes we consider unseemly. We might choose to gloss over such 

verses when it comes to speaking with unbelievers, so that the most pleasant picture we can paint of God is displayed in the     

foreground. To WBC, this kind of behavior is verboten. In fact, they make a platform out of preaching on Scripture portions which 

are all about judgment – more familiarly known as “fire and brimstone” sermons – in order to enlighten those who may not know 

that their sin is so wrong. Their openness as regards the Scripture shows that they take into careful consideration the words of 

Christ in Mark 8:38 –  

 

“For whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man 

also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” 



It is good to be strong and consistent in one’s convictions, and thus far we have seen that the WBC fulfills both. But when 

one’s tightly-held beliefs begin to eclipse not only the infallible Word of God, but common sense as well, it may be time to step 

back and reevaluate. There are three main areas where I’ve found the WBC to be negligent in their adherence to the whole truth of 

Scripture – read them and see if you agree. 

 

What the WBC forgets 
 

1) God is merciful and forgiving, and commands us to be as well 

 

WBC is hasty to call any message of compassion “trite,” “weak,” and “sentimental.” God is primarily a God of vengeance, 

according to their church; He has closed the door of repentance opportunities in America’s face and is spending the present       

sentencing millions of citizens to death. Mercy and heaven are reserved for the WBC, “God’s servants,” and because they have this 

secure hope, they are therefore justified in their harsh criticism of others.  

 

However, WBC seem to brush over verses such as, 

 

Psalm 145:8-9 “The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good 

to all, and His mercy is over all that He has made.” 

 

Micah 7:18 “He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in steadfast love.”  

 

Luke 1:78 “…because of the tender mercy of our God.”  

 

Incredulous as it may seem to the WBC, “tender” really is a word attributed to God (see also Hosea 11:8), and Jesus said of 

himself that he is gentle and lowly (Matthew 11:29). Not only does the Godhead manifest more than one characteristic               

simultaneously, He manifests them all equally. And, just the same, we are commanded to show compassion toward others, even 

our enemies.  

Leviticus 19:17 “You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest 

you incur sin because of him.”  

 

Romans 12:14 “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.”  

 

Before we leave this point, I want to bring up Ezekiel 33:11 in response to the WBC’s persistent funeral picketing.  

 

“Say to them, ‘As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 

turn from his way and live’.”  

 

The WBC, in contradiction to this verse, often tells how God laughs at the murders here and casualties abroad, famously 

labeling such events “God Smacks.” WBS uses those deaths to spread this message of God’s happy hate along the sidewalks near 

processions of mourners. Perhaps they should take a second look at God’s perspective on the subject. God has not closed the door 

of salvation yet – He is not willing that any of His children should perish, but that all should come to repentance; until that          

happens, sinners may still come to the living waters if they realize their thirst. 

 

2) The elect are not clearly named and numbered to us 

 

Here is where the WBC shows their greatest presumption. They, as a congregation, are convinced of their eternal          

salvation, which is not in itself an inappropriate claim, as far as Perseverance of the Saints goes. However, they take one giant step 

too far when they blanket essentially the entire world under the sentence of doom. In their entirely outward focus of condemning 

the citizens of earth, they put little emphasis on acknowledging their own sins and struggles, lording over everyone else an         

obviously “superior” position. They make no room for the faith professions or deathbed conversions of those from other            

denominations or those seemingly on the other side of the fence. They would do well to reread Hosea 1:10: 

 

“Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or            

numbered.”  
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3) They do not preach the whole gospel 

 

“You think our job is to win souls to Christ? All we do, by getting in their face and putting these signs in front of 

them in these plain words, is make what was already in their heart come out of their mouth.” – Shirley Phelps, BBC’s The 

Most Hated Family in America 

 

The preaching of the WBC is very lopsided. Yes indeed, people must know that they are sinners before they can be saved. 

No gospel presentation would be complete without that truth. But when they stop short at that point and don’t go on to tell the 

good news, they haven’t preached the gospel at all. They have left people angry, hopeless, and in despair.  

 

But this does not faze members of the WBC. To them, being hated means they’re doing the right thing, so the more      

violent the opposition, they holier they become in their minds. The logic in this conviction is poor: for example, if I become a racist 

in the name of Jesus, the disgust I receive from the world would not necessitate that I’m justified in my behavior. Granted, it is not 

as though the gospel is appealing to those who are perishing, but we are to make it lovely by being walking imitators of our      

amazing Lord. 

 

I could continue by harping on other faults within the Westboro Baptist Church, such as their vulgarity, hypocrisy,         

incorrect views on eschatology and marriage, or unforgiving nature toward those within their congregation, but I will leave you 

with the above basic points. I hope it has been made clear that while they as a church are stronger in some areas where other   

denominations fear to tread, they ultimately sour their own message through their narrow reading of the Scriptures and in the 

ways that they proclaim it. 

 

The bottom line is that the gospel of the Word of God is one of hope and not of despair, and that is the gospel that the 

church needs to preach. And how are we to preach this gospel? 1 Peter 3:15-16 tells us of the proper attitude:  

 

“…always [be] prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do 

it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 

behavior in Christ may be put to shame.” (emphasis added) 

 

These verses sum things up wonderfully. If unbelievers are inclined to ask you why you’re hopeful, it necessarily implies 

that you appear hopeful in your daily life; your walk bespeaks contentment and peace. Gentleness and respect are the keys to a 

gospel presentation, and again, if you’re doing well, what will outsiders have to criticize you about? As a congregation, let us walk 

like this. 

 

Jesus, our perfect example, was a man of myriad emotions, among them sorrow, compassion, and pity, all of which he 

displayed openly. Although WBC members matter-of-factly claim that if Jesus were walking on the earth now, he would be     

standing on street corners waving signs with them, we can see no behavior similar to this in the gospels. The church should always 

be zealous, but we must put our zeal into the right place. I pray that we will be zealous for a gospel that cheers the hearts of those 

who have been set free from fear, for “there is no fear in love. But perfect love casts out fear…” (1 John 4:18) 


