
It should be the thing that greets your mind and fills your heart 

as you wake each morning. It should be your final thought as you settle in for a 

night of sleep. It should define how you face your day, and it should shape your  

self-reflections. It should be the thing that directs how you respond to others. It 

should be at the forefront of your thoughts in times of trouble or disappointment. It 

should alter how you think about finances, possessions, decisions, relationships, and 

everything else. It should be a central theme of your existence. It's so huge, so       

gorgeous, and so glorious that once it gets hold of you, you’ll never be the same 

again. 

 You don’t need to be an expert at riddles for this one. I‘m talking about 

grace. 

 If you’re God’s child, grace is the stunning core reality of your existence. It’s 

the most amazing thing that has ever happened to you, or ever will. It has changed 

everything you have, do, and are. It’s redefined your past, refocused your present, 

and reshaped your future. It’s the thing that you’ve needed since your first breath. 

It’s an absolutely essential ingredient of productive living on this side of eternity. It’s 

what you and I will focus on and celebrate for the rest of eternity. And it’s vital that 

in preparation for eternity we start our celebration now. … 

 You and I have been given the best gift that could ever be given. However 

closely you study it, from whatever perspective you choose to examine it, it’s      

astonishing and gorgeous and awesome in the true sense of the word. No other gift 

could possibly be more significant or life-changing. As an act of sheer, breathtaking, 

over-the-top generosity and kindness, no other gift comes close. 

 The gift of grace is the single most important thing every human being 

needs. And we all need it equally; no one needs it more, and no one needs it less. 

Without this gift you’ll never be what you were designed to be, or do what you 

were created to do. It’s a gift you could never earn, achieve, or deserve. It has the 

power to completely transform you and everything you desire, choose, think, say, 

and do. It’s the gift of gifts. It’s the gift of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. But I’m 

deeply persuaded that many Christians, having been given this awesome gift, are 

content to play with the box. 

 We’re content with episodic Christianity, a faith that lives most vibrantly on 

Sunday morning. We’re content with stepping out of our busy schedules for         

occasional participation in ministry. We’re content with a little bit of casual            

fellowship (which, being casual, usually isn’t fellowship at all). We’re content with 

putting a little bit of money in the offering plate. We may support and encourage 

the ministry of others, but if someone were to watch a video of our lives they 

would quickly conclude we’re driven by hopes, dreams, and values that have little or 

nothing to do with God’s purposes. Sadly, having been given the most wonderful 

and trans-formative gift that could ever be, I think there are many Christians who 

are quite content to play with the box. 

  

  
Friday, August 23: North/East SG, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, August 24: Alliance Community Hospital Hospice 

Charity 5K, 6:30-9:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, August 25: Combined S. S. 9:30 a.m. Worship at 10:45 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

Congregational Meeting to vote on new deacons immediately following A.M. 

worship. Church SG, 3:30 p.m. 

      

A.M. Piercing the Idols of our Hearts (Mark 10:17-22)  

P.M. The Shadows and Foreshadows of Providence (Judges 14)  

 Pray for teachers and students as the school season begins again. 

 Pray for our deacon candidates, Todd Sebright and Dan Ring. 

 Pray for our congregational meeting to elect new deacons this Lord's Day. 

 Pray for our discouraged members. 

 Pray for our Presbytery meeting this Saturday in Medina. 

  
By Paul David Tripp 

    

    

August 26: Dick & Judie Roach anniversary 

 

August 29: Leah Kadlecek birthday 

 

August 31: Laurie Totaro AND Katie Totaro birthday 


