
In my many years of pastoring, counseling, and traveling, I've found 

an all-too-common and dangerous theme among Christians: no one lays down the 

law better than the one who thinks they're keeping it themselves. 

 At one point, this was probably not the case. In the early days of our faith, 

we were overwhelmed by the desperateness of our need for God's grace. We saw 

our sin everywhere, and we were constantly thankful for the daily mercy and      

patience of the Redeemer. We were patient with the people around us who        

struggled, because we knew that they were essentially no different from us. 

 But as we grew, things began to change. We felt as though we deserved to 

belong in the community of God's children. We became proud of our theological 

knowledge and ran short on patience for Christians who were “just too lazy” to 

really know their faith. We started to look down on brothers and sisters who 

struggled to produce a harvest of faith. 

 I’m concerned that we've become comfortable with living outside of the 

body of Christ. Even if we're engaged in small groups, we might not be truly open 

and honest. We're quick to minister to others, but we're not very open to receiving 

ministry ourselves. We're eager to point out the flaws in another believer, but 

we're not good at receiving confrontation very well. If we're able to mask these 

traits at church, it's bound to leak out at home with our families. 

 You see, if this statement is true - that no one lays down the law better 

than the one who thinks they are keeping it themselves - then the opposite would 

also be true: no one gives grace better than the one who thinks they're in desperate 

need themselves. Brothers and sisters, you’re most loving, patient, kind, and       

gracious when you realize you desperately need every truth you could give to     

another. You’re most humble and gentle when you realize the person you’re         

ministering to is more like you than unlike you. 

 I once heard a pastor unwittingly verbalize this problem well. My brother 

Tedd and I were at a large Christian life conference listening to a well-known pastor 

speak on family worship. He told stories of the zeal, discipline, and dedication of the 

great fathers of our faith to personal and family worship. He painted astounding   

pictures of what their private and family devotions looked like. I think we all felt it 

was very convicting and discouraging. I felt the weight of the burden of the crowd as 

they listened. I was saying to myself, “Comfort us with grace, comfort us with 

grace,” but the grace never came. 

 On the way back to the hotel, Tedd and I rode with the speaker and      

another pastor, who was our driver. Our pastor driver clearly felt the burden and 

asked the speaker a brilliant question. “If a man in your congregation came to you 

and said, ‘Pastor, I know I'm supposed to have devotions with my family, but things 

are so chaotic at my house that I can barely get myself out of bed and get the        

children fed and off to school, I don't know how I would ever be able to pull off 

devotions too,’ what would you say to him?” 

 The following response is not made up or enhanced in any way. The 

speaker answered, “I would say to him, ‘I'm a pastor, which means I carry many 

more burdens for many more people than you do, and if I can pull off daily family 

worship, you should be able to do so as well.’” There was no identifying with the 

man's struggle. There was no ministry of grace. With little compassion or under-

standing he laid the law down even more heavily. 

 Does this pastor's response make you angry? It should. As I heard his       

response, I too was angry ... until I remembered that I’d done the very same thing 

again and again. At home, it was all too easy for me to meet out judgment while I 

was all too stingy with the giving of grace. I was blind to what was going on in my 

heart; I was proud, unapproachable, defensive, and all too comfortable. I thought I 

had arrived, so I didn't need what other people need. 

 How about you? I'm convinced I'm not alone. I think, sadly, we're much like 

the Pharisee Jesus describes in Luke 18:9-14. All too often, we stray from where we 

originally found identity vertically, in Christ, and have migrated to a people who get 

identity horizontally, from our own “righteous performance.” 

 Before you get up tomorrow morning, before you start with the craziness 

of your day, please pray these three prayers: 

 

1. “Lord, I am a desperate person in need of a help today.” 

2. “Lord, in your grace, would you send your helpers my way?” 

3. “Lord, would you give me the humility to accept that help when it 

comes?” 

  

  
Thursday, July 25: Youth Group “Evening On the Lake” with 

the Rings. (3891 Bay Path Drive, Akron, OH 44319) Come as 

early as 7 PM. Bring a bathing suit and towel if you want to swim 

or get in the hot tub. Boat pushes off at 8 PM for sunset cruise. If anyone can't make 8 

PM, Mr. Ring can probably drive them down to the state park boat launch and meet the 

rest there. They will have some snacks and drinks, plus some hot dogs on the grill. Let 

Wes Ring know that you are planning to attend, via Facebook or text, 330-933-6125.  

 

Friday, July 26: North/East SG, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, July 28: Combined S. S. 9:30 a.m. Worship at 10:45 a.m. (Ed Morris) & 5:00 

p.m. (Jim Kobb). Church SG at 3:30 p.m. 

 

THIS COMING WEEK: Joni & Friends Mission Trip, July 28-August 2. 

      

A.M. Guarding Your Heart (Proverbs 4:23) (Ed Morris) 

P.M. The Heritage of the Servants of the Lord (Isaiah 54:1-17) (Kobb) 

 Pray for the mission team in the coming week. 

 Pray for our covenant children, that we would bring them to Jesus for 

blessing. 

 Pray for our elderly saints. 

 Pray for our new members and our new visitors. 

 Pray for the two men standing for election as deacons (Todd Sebright and Dan Ring). 

 Pray for those filling the pulpit in the next month. 

     
By Paul David Tripp 

    

    

July 27: Rol & Fern Richards AND Jim & Debra Kobb 

anniversary 

 

July 28: Brian Brotherton birthday 

 

July 29: Steve Totaro birthday 

SEWING MACHINE: Debra Kobb teaches a sewing class for young 

ladies and would be glad to take in any used sewing machines you may 

have. Let her know! Jim’s cell: (234) 788-9451  

UPCOMING CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: The session has 

called a congregational meeting for August 25 after the morning service for the purpose 

of voting on new officers for the church. Todd Sebright and Dan Ring have been 

trained, examined, and approved by the session to stand for the office of deacon.    

LOST & FOUND: There are still some unclaimed lost and found items in the church 

dining room: among them Bibles, sermon notebooks, clothes from last work day, dishes, 

etc. If these items are not claimed by the end of the month, they will be donated to the 

Haven of Rest mission. Please take a moment after the service this Sunday to see if any 

of these things are yours.  

AUTUMN CONFERENCE: The 2013 PCA Global Missions Conference is being 

held in Greenville, SC on November 8th-10th. Register by July 31st and save $25 per 

person. Individuals register at www.mtw.org/gmc. Register with a group of 6 or more 

and save another $25 per person! Email missionsconference@mtw.org for more details 

and to get a group registration form necessary to get this special discount.  

  


