
 Some theological traditions have resisted the idea that assurance of        

salvation should or could be tied in any way to our works, i.e., to the way we live 

our lives. This is often done for very good motives. Those traditions are trying to 

help us avoid the self-righteousness about which Paul warns us so eloquently and 

focus our attention on the work of Christ on the cross. This is a worthy goal. But 

James will not allow us to divorce assurance from our works. Instead, as shocking as 

it might sound to some, James makes a case for assurance through sanctification. 

Faith is a real decision to believe what God has proclaimed and promised. The          

reality of that decision, however, is hidden in our hearts until life forces us to act on 

our beliefs. Why are trials something to rejoice over? Because anything that makes 

us act on what we really believe forces our hearts out into the open. To see our 

own faith emerging as a real, vital force in our own life is a blessing because the 

crown of life goes to people with such faith. 

 

 The connection between assurance and sanctification is sobering; salvation 

comes to those who have a living faith. But this should be sobering, not terrifying. 

We are not being asked to prove our worthiness for salvation; salvation is a       

gracious gift to real people with real weaknesses, yet people who also have a real 

commitment to the truth. God is not testing our moral perfection; He is testing our 

faith. As a Christian of many years who has talked to many other Christians about 

their experience, I think I know something of how God accomplishes His testing 

among us. One person sees the irrevocable shattering of a lifetime dream and must 

ask himself, “Can I trust God? If my only success in this world is to find a place in 

God’s kingdom, am I a winner or a loser?” Another person falls into the moral   

failure she has always condemned in others and must finally ask herself, “Will I    

submit to the humiliation of grace? Will I admit that I have just as much need for 

forgiveness as anyone else?” These trials represent turning points for the soul; ideas 

to which I once submitted in theory I am revisiting in practice, in the hard light of 

real life. We do not go through such times easily or gracefully. The journey of faith 

can look bad at times, as it did for some of James’s readers. But James reminds 

them that God is gracious: “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” (4:8). 

One day you will look back on these troubled times as the best days of your life, 

the days when you began to know yourself as a believer and to learn wisdom. 

  

  
Saturday, July 20: Men’s Bible Study & Breakfast, 7:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, July 21: Combined S. S. 9:30 a.m. Worship at 10:45 

a.m. & 2:00 p.m. Congregational Meal between services. Clean-up: N-Sch. 

      

A.M. Honoring Marriage (Mark 10:1-12) 

P.M. Visions of God’s Magnificent Kingdom on Earth: Part 1        

(Ezekiel 40:1-49) 

 Pray for Debra Kobb as she continues the uneven road to recovery. 

 Pray for Jane Worcester in the nursing home. 

 Pray for our pregnant mothers for health and growth. 

 Pray for our covenant children and their nurture in the faith. 

 Pray for Todd Sebright and Dan Ring as they are standing for the office of deacon. 

(Aug 25th) 

 Pray for our mission trip to Jumonville, PA at the end of the month. 

         
By Ron Jul l ien 

    

    

July 19: Carol Tasseff birthday  

 

July 21: Edana Bruder birthday  

 

July 24: Priscilla Lewis AND Lincoln Mumea birthday AND 

Seth & Cecile Jentner anniversary  

UPCOMING CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: The session 

has called a congregational meeting for August 25 after the morning 

service for the purpose of voting on new officers for the church. 

Todd Sebright and Dan Ring have been trained, examined, and      

approved by the session to stand for the office of deacon.    

LOST & FOUND: There are still some unclaimed lost and found items in the 

church dining room: among them Bibles, sermon notebooks, clothes from last work 

day, dishes, etc. If these items are not claimed by the end of the month, they will be 

donated to the Haven of Rest mission. Please take a moment after the service this 

Sunday to see if any of these things are yours.  

AUTUMN CONFERENCE: The 2013 PCA Global Missions Conference is being 

held in Greenville, SC on November 8th-10th. Register by July 31st and save $25 per 

person. Individuals register at www.mtw.org/gmc. Register with a group of 6 or more 

and save another $25 per person! Email missionsconference@mtw.org for more     

details and to get a group registration form necessary to get this special discount.  

  


