
“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.” Prov. 4:23 

 

“Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.” 1 John 5:21 

 

“The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person 

out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth 

speaks.” Luke 6:45 

 

 Gracious Father, how I long for the day when I will no longer be temptable, 

deceivable, or capable of worshiping any other “god” but you. I so look forward to 

an eternity of giving you the adoration, affection, attention, and allegiance of which 

you alone are worthy. No one redeems us like you. No one understands us like 

you. No one loves us like you do. No one cares for us like you do. Every other god 

is simply a wannabe god, demigod, semi-god. Only you are God; only you are as 

generous as the gospel reveals you to be. 

 

 In Jesus, you’ve already given us a new heart and have placed your Spirit 

inside us. In Jesus, you’ve already turned our heart of stone into a heart of flesh 

(Ezek. 36:25-27). In Jesus, you’ve already given us a heart to know and love you (Jer. 

24:7). In Jesus, you’ve already written your law upon our hearts (Jer. 31:33). 

 

 Indeed, Father, you’ve already given me a perfectly forgiven heart—yet, it is 

far from being a fully perfected heart. The battle for my heart’s worship continues, 

daily and relentlessly. Don’t let me forget that this conflict will persist until the day 

Jesus returns to finish making all things new. Thus, the warning to keep myself from 

idols isn’t going away anytime soon. The need to guard, feed and refresh my heart 

will stay as current as sunrise and sunset. 

 

 Father, there are some idols I run from like the plague, but others I don’t 

even recognize as idols. It’s easier to see the idols outside of me, but help me to 

discern the “idols of the heart” (see Ezek. 14:4). Help me to know when I’ve made a 

good thing an ultimate thing. When I don’t think you are “enough,” where do I take 

the trust and worship you deserve; where do I foolishly go for life, deliverance, and 

salvation? By your grace, help me see and dethrone these rivals, by a greater           

preoccupation with Jesus. 

 

 I praise you for the assurance that I am already one of the “dear children,” 

John wrote about in this Scripture. You cannot love me more than you already do, 

and you will never love me less. Surely the gospel—this gospel, will win the day, my 

heart, and the entire cosmos. So very Amen I pray, in Jesus’ holy and grace-full 

name. 

  

  
Saturday, June 22: Noah Rastetter’s Graduation Party, 3-9 p.m. 

(13211 Beloit-Snodes Rd, Beloit, OH 44609) R.S.V.P. to Kelly at 

(330)446-0189 

 

Sunday, June 23: Combined Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Worship at 10:45 a.m. (Scott 

Wright) & 5:00 p.m. (Jim Kobb) Church SG 3:30 p.m. 

 

Monday, June 24: South SG, 6:30 p.m. 

      

A.M. David and Goliath (1 Samuel 17:1-58)  

P.M. The Inevitable Destruction of Those Who Oppose God and His 

People (Part 2) (Ezekiel 38-39) 

 Pray for General Assembly as it finishes up this weekend. 

 Praise for the safe return of Hope Kadlecek, Bethany Scholten, 

Aaron Spickard, and the others from the Dominican Republic. 

 Praise that Debra Kobb has been able to attend worship with us again. 

 Pray for those who are experiencing hard times at work or school. 

 Pray for traveling mercies for those who are going on vacations this summer. 

      

    By Scotty Smith 

    

    

June 20: Fern Richards AND June Ring birthday 

 

June 21: Holly Stuchell birthday 

 

June 23: Audrey Tasseff birthday 

 

June 24: Grace Duff birthday 

 

June 25: Jim Thompson birthday 


