
How can you be discerning without always being angry? What I 

mean to ask with this is, “Can you be critical without being 

negative?” In other words, can you examine everything carefully and not come off 

like you’re angry with everyone else who doesn’t agree with you? 

 

 I think you can. And I think the answer lies in the gospel. 

 

 Here are some thoughts that have been helpful to me: 

 

 1) The Gospel is the priority. This means that it is the supreme basis for 

unity and division. Without this you really have nothing. It is the ‘first-level’ of     

doctrinal agreement that must be there. If you agree with someone on this then you 

agree with them on a lot. In fact, you are friends. Better than that, you are in the 

same family. Therefore, you should put away the theological shotgun when talking 

with them. There is a place for rigorous theological discussion but not the type of 

vitriol that looks like a Pit-Bull on a Collie. 

 

 2) Since the Gospel is true…then you are a sinner. This means that you are 

not glorified and therefore do not know everything. You need a Savior not only for 

what you do but what you think. Therefore, don’t act like everyone else just needs 

to be ‘synced’ up with you. 

 

 3) Be humble. This goes with number 2. If you are talking with a brother or 

sister who does not line up on every area with you, humility should be the tone 

communicated (Eph. 4.25-32) After all, #’s 1 & 2 above are true, right? You do love 

them, right? You really want them to be encouraged in Christ, right? 

 

 4) Pick your spots. Currently, there is a lot of political debate on whether 

or not America should be the world’s policeman. Similarly, in every discussion and 

on every occasion, do we have to gas up the theological jets and drop payload on 

people who say something you disagree with? Are there times to actually bite our 

theological tongues? I think so (again, not always, and certainly not on the issue of 

the gospel). 

 

 5) Read church history. Take a look back in time and see the way in which 

saints have handled things in the past. Not to be pragmatic, but did the                

advancement of the King’s flag really come when the army was entrenched in with 

barbed wire and machine guns waiting to blast everyone? It seemed to come 

through a firm grasp of the gospel and then a prayerful attempt to live out the      

implications of it in love and grace. 
 

 By God’s grace I think I’m growing in this area, but I still see a lot of        

tendencies. I also realize that you can forget the gospel in the other direction and 

accept everyone. This is the challenge of balance in the gospel. It is also the blessed 

fruit of the Holy Spirit leading and shaping his people. 

 

 I conclude here by saying that I think you can be discerning without being 

negative. I think it is a challenge, though. I also think it is impossible without taking 

your stand on the gospel. And it is impossible without actually believing the truth of 

the gospel deeply yourself. 

  

  
Friday, June 14: North/East SG, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, June 15: Men’s Bible Study & Breakfast, 7:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, June 16: S. S. 9:30 a.m. Worship at 10:45 a.m. & 2:00 p.m. (Dan Ring will 

preach P.M. service) Congregational Meal between services. Clean-up: E-M.  

 

June 18-21: General Assembly, Greenville, SC 

      

A.M. Sustaining Comfort for the Rough Road Ahead (Mark 9:1-13)  

P.M. Message from Dan Ring (Hebrews 3) 

 Pray for George Caler as he serves on the Overtures committee at 

General Assembly next week. 

 Pray for Hope Kadlecek, Aaron Spickard, and Bethany Scholten as 

they complete a missions trip to the Dominican Republic this week. 

 Pray for Dan Ring as he prepares to bring us the Word of God from Hebrews this 

Lord's Day evening. 

 Pray for grace to be grown and given to our covenant children. 

 Pray for those who are recovering from illness or surgery. 

 By Erik Raymond 

    

    

June 18: Bart & Mary Ann Stuchell anniversary 

 

June 20: Fern Richards AND June Ring birthday 

 

June 21: Holly Stuchell birthday 


