
What are the most important things pastors or elders 

should think about as they seek to promote discipleship 

in their church? by Tim Lane 

 

 Oftentimes, in some evangelical and Reformed contexts, we're first and 

foremost concerned about protecting the purity of our doctrine. That's certainly 

important. But we also need to think about how we are going to help our people 

live the Christian life with the common problems that we all struggle with. If we 

don't move to the practice of our doctrine, then we're missing something          

fundamental. How do we diagnose people's struggles and problems biblically? How 

can elders and pastors apply the gospel with skill and relevance to people's lives, to 

marriages, to families? These questions need to be on the radar screen. 

 

 This is why I love the Book of Ephesians in this regard. Ephesians 1 through 

3 is  awesome stuff. Look at all the wonderful things God has done for you and his 

glory. Then in chapter 4 he takes this jumbo jet that was flying at 30,000 feet and 

lands. He says, "Here's how it plays out in your daily life." Chapters 4 to 6 are how 

to work together as a church, how to parent your kids, what marriage should look 

like, and how you should view your role in the world that God has placed you in.  

 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

An Excerpt from The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

 Only a man thus totally committed in discipleship can experience the    

meaning of the cross. The cross is there, right from the beginning; he has only got 

to pick it up. There is no need for him to go out and look for a cross for himself… 

Every Christian has his own cross waiting for him, a cross destined and appointed 

by God. Each must endure his allotted share of suffering and rejection. 

 

 But each has a different share: some God deems worthy of the highest form 

of suffering, and gives them the grace of martyrdom, while others He does not    

allow to be tempted above what they are able to bear…. 

 

 The cross is laid on every Christian. The first Christ-suffering which every 

man must experience is the call to abandon the attachments of this world. … we 

surrender ourselves to Christ in union with His death—we give over our lives to 

death. … When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die. …death in Jesus 

Christ, the death of the old man at his call. Jesus’ summons to the rich young man 

was calling him to die, because only the man who is dead to his own will can follow 

Christ. In fact, every command of Jesus is a call to die, with all our affections and 

lusts. But we do not want to die… 

 

The call to discipleship… means both death and life… [It] sets the Christian in the 

middle of the daily arena against sin and the devil. Every day he encounters new 

temptations, and every day he must suffer anew for Jesus Christ’s sake. The wounds 

and scars he receives in the fray are living tokens of this participation in the cross of 

his Lord. 

  

  

Saturday, June 8: Deacons, 8:30 a.m.  

 

Sunday, June 9: S. S. 9:30 a.m. Worship at 10:45 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. Communion    

during A.M. worship. Special offering: PCA Compassion. Set-up: Kadlecek. Church 

SG 3:30 p.m. 

 

Monday, June 10: South SG, 6:30 p.m. 

      

A.M. Calling Narcissists to Radical Discipleship (Mark 8:-31-38)  

P.M. The Victory That Leads to Defeat (Judges 8:4-28) 

 Pray that we might see the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 Pray that we might see our trials and challenges as opportunities to 

glorify God. 

 Pray that we might delight in regular, ordinary, daily, obedience as our great joys. 

 Pray for your brothers and sisters as they seek grace and wisdom for their trials. 

 Pray for our new members, and new members classes soon to start. 

 Pray for the General Assembly of the PCA that meets this month in Greenville, SC. 

 Pray for our covenant children and the rich soil that surrounds them - that they 

might have roots of faith. 

  

    

    

June 9: Ryan & Priscilla Mumea anniversary 
 

June 18: Bart & Mary Ann Stuchell anniversary 


