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 Take responsibility that you deserve only God’s justice. As you do this it 

will have the effect of enlarging our hearts toward others because we no longer can 

feel superior to them. We’re not. When we view ourselves as we truly are before a 

holy God … sinners saved for no other reason than God’s sovereign good pleasure, 

then we walk on an equal plane as others and this is a basis for Christian unity.    

Remind yourselves of this daily.  It is not our morality, our superior theology or 

even our faith that makes us differ from others before God, but it is the grace of 

God in Christ alone that we are what we are.  It is grace and nothing else that 

makes us to differ; and it is when we see the grace of Jesus, not our performance, 

that our cold unloving hearts finally begin to thaw.  If we think we are better than 

any outsiders (including pagans) because we are now Christians, perhaps we have 

entirely missed the point of the gospel.  We all continue to need Christ’s mercy, 

and because it is mercy it means none of us were deserving of it. So only in the 

electing love of Christ do we begin to fully see ourselves for who we really are: 

spiritually bankrupt without Christ.   

  

 As our local churches begin to robustly proclaim God’s electing grace in 

Christ, the Spirit begins to form our understanding and practice such that we are 

finally ready to reach out to others and help, for the right reason.  Not for fear, not 

for jealousy, not to earn points with God, but because apart from Christ we can do 

nothing and we delight in the new heart He has given us for Him and one another. 

Remember, if our salvation has anything to do with us, even a small trifle, then we 

have something to boast over others, but if we were adopted in Christ before the 

foundation of the world, as the Scripture plainly affirms (Eph 1:3-5), then we are 

stripped of all such self-elevating thoughts. Self becomes crowded out and only 

Christ fills our vision. Jesus’ harshest criticism was directed toward those who 

thought too highly of themselves, and (he showered) his grace toward those who 

acknowledged their spiritual poverty. A note of caution here: the deceitfulness of 

sin can even slip in if we are correct in our theology as well.  We may boast over 

others who do not have OUR understanding.  But remember, even a right          

understanding of God’s grace is itself God’s gracious gift, and remembering this can 

help greatly as we approach others with God’s word.  Do not hijack good theology 

and use it as a club but persuade men with gentleness and respect, for only God can 

change people’s understanding in His own time, as He did with you.  This truth of 

God’s grace must be applied to everything we have so that our pride does not have 

any opportunity to reappear.  

  

 Therefore, instead of seeing the ugliness in others as something to judge 

and complain about, see it, rather, as an opportunity for God to use you in his     

redemptive plan in their lives.  Jesus looked beyond people’s sin and infirmities and 

saw them as an opportunity for God’s work in people. When Jesus saw the man 

blind from birth, for instance, the disciples debated whether he or his parents’ sin 

were the cause but Jesus saw it, rather, as an opportunity to for a work of God to 

be displayed in his life.  May God grant that our local churches would yield in the 

fear of God to serve one another and build our communities, by God’s grace, in 

light of the radical nature of our salvation in Christ by grace alone. 

  

  
Wednesday, April 17: Alliance Shepherding Group, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, April 20: Men’s Bible Study & Breakfast, 7:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, April 21: S. S. 9:30 a.m. Worship at 10:45 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.  Congregational 

Meal between services. Clean-up: Se-Z. 

 

Monday, April 22: South Shepherding Group (Tasseffs) 6:30 p.m. 

      

A.M. Herod Loses His Head: The Interested Unbeliever (Mark 6:14-29) 

P.M. The Significance of Christ’s Ascension (Acts 1:1-11) (Kobb) 

 Praise for Debra Kobb being able to worship with us again, and pray 

for her health and well-being.  

 Pray for the future generations of our church, that they may be    

children after God's own heart. 

 Pray for Abi Sevcik and Joel Gilliland's upcoming marriage. 

 Pray for all those affected by the Boston Marathon bombings. 

 Pray that the Lord would teach us to “be still and know that He is God” even in the 

middle of our struggles and fears. 

  

     

    

April 20: William Lewis birthday 

 

April 21: Cecile Jentner birthday 

WORK DAY: Please see the attached Sign-up sheet in PDF format, 

and let Greg Blasiman know which tasks you are willing to tackle next 

Saturday. His email is gblasiman@neo.rr.com  

  


