
The Ten Commandments’ stock is low today. Why? Partly    

because they are law, naming particular things that should and 

should not be done. People dislike law (that is one sign of our 

sinfulness), and the idea is widespread that Christians should not be led by law, only 

by love. 

 

 But the love-or-law antithesis is false. Law needs love as its drive, and love 

needs law as its eyes, for love is blind. To want to love someone Christianly does 

not of itself tell you how to do it. Only as we observe the limits set by God’s law 

can we really do people good. 

 

 If anyone was qualified to detect shortcomings in the Ten Commandments 

and lead us beyond them to something better, it was Jesus. But what did he do? He 

affirmed them as having authority forever (Matthew 5:18-20) and as central to true 

religion (19:17-19). He expounded them, and he made a point of insisting that he 

kept them (Luke 6:6-10). When John says, “This is the love of God, that we keep his 

commandments” (1 John 5:3), his words remind us that Jesus defined love and     

discipleship to himself in terms of keeping his own commands (John 14:15,21-24; 

Matthew 28:19-20). Commandment-keeping is the only true way to love the Father 

and the Son. 

 

 And it is the only true way to love one’s neighbor, too. When Paul says that 

“the one who loves another has fulfilled the law” (Romans 13:8), he explains himself 

by showing that love to neighbor embraces the specific prohibitions of adultery, 

murder, stealing, and envy. He does not say that love to neighbor cancels those 

prohibitions. The Christian’s most loving service to his neighbor is to uphold the 

authority of God’s law as man’s one true guide to true life."  

-J.I. Packer 

  

  
Sunday, Feb 17: S. S. 9:30 a.m. Worship at 10:45 a.m. & 2:00 

p.m. Congregational Meal between services. (Clean-up: E-M) 

 

Wednesday, Feb 20: Alliance Shepherding Group (Kadleceks) 7:00 p.m. 

      

A.M. Pastor Jim Kobb 

P.M.  Jesus: Mad, Bad, or Messiah? (Mark 3:20-35) 

 Pray for George Caler as he recovers at home. 

 Pray for our elderly saints: Worcesters, Mallets, and Edana Bruder. 

 Pray for the state of our union with Christ. 

 Pray for the New Members class that the elders are teaching. 

 Pray for the gospel to thrive in us, and through us to others. 

 Pray for our families and their calling to raise covenant children. 

 Pray for our upcoming weddings: Blasiman and Sevcik. 

February 19: Dan Sevcik birthday 

  

    

    

  

BIBLES: The church has a collection of antique Bibles that may be 

distributed as needed to members of the congregation. They are 

upstairs on the shelf in the hallway. 


